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X. FTE R reading Mr. Elliot's late publi- 
| cation, I had not ſo much as the leaſt 
thought of this undertaking; but was inclined 
to wiſh, and in ſome meaſure hoped, that a 
more able pen would be employed herein. 
But after reading. two letters to the author, 
which appearing to me very weak, dark, and 
inconſiſtant with themſelves, frought only with 
a contracted, narrow, - ſectarian zeal ; I was in- 
cited, from a ſenſiblity of the eſſential and uni · 
verſal importance of the ſubje&, and a diſinte- 
reſted love towards all mankind. to attempt this 
feeble performance. If any one diſcovereth any 
thing really amiſs herein, I ſhould rejoice at their 
pointing out, correcting it, and ſupplying what 
is wanting, according to their ſuperior abilities 
and better light: reſting aſſured, that none, who 
are real diſciples of T&UTA, can haſtily con- 
demn; they will be careful to judge nothing 
before the time, before Chriſt come, to whom 
all judgment belongeth; that is, before Chriſt, 
who is the only true light, be manifeſted within. 
and becometh the light of their life, to the dif- 
covery and condemnation of evil, error, and 
darkneſs. This is the judgment of God, for 
which the light appeareth in the hearts of men. 
Whoever is ſubject to this light, becometh ca- 
pable to judge (to * all things, paſſing from 
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one degree of divine knowledge to another, But 
whoever is fixed i his mind, and fo vainly fond 
of his preſent knowledge and judgment, as to 
think he has 2 0 N reſteth in 1 
and error. 
| y ſhould be no Inge eaten — mãn can 
arrive at once, or in any ſtage of this outward 
life, to the perfect knowledge of any dib ine 
myſtery, than that he may be ; born! mature; or 
that the corn, full ripe in the ear; may come 
forth at the firſt appearance of the tender blade. 
The ſpiritual divine plant, raiſed from the ſeed 
of life in man, groweth up, and paſſeth through 
various ates, the fame as the peat rural 
lant. 
: It is ſo far from being our reproach; to wenge 
in our ſentiments or conceptions concerning | 
divine truths, that it is our greateſt praiſe; and 
not to change is our ſhame, being a proof of our 
pride and ignoranee in ſelf-ſufficiency. As the 
| Iipiritual regenerate man groweth up; and increaſ- 
[ eth in divine gifts, the light ſhineth brighter and 
[- | brighter; and every freſh manifeſtation declar- 
eth the former to be mixed with much darkneſs. 
He who knoweth moſt in this life, ſeeth through 
a dark medium: ſo that Whatever our preſent 
knowledge is (in reſpect to its preſent form) it 
muſt change and pals away. Man muſt keep 
continually riſing ont of every ſtate of darkneſs, 
with which this life is mixed; and paſs from one 
degree of glorious light to another, in order 
that, after the diſſolution of this elemental 
frame, he may attain the fulneſs thereof in che 
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60D any MAN, be. 
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To" THE Rev. Mz. ELLIOT. 3 


2 


TAVING. read your - candid ee "nk 2 


with much care and labor, and I doubt not with 


r. Gncerity, in deſire of the benefit and happineſs of 

mankind z and being perſuaded you are ſo far anima- 
ted by a true chriſtian ſpirit of ſelf-diffilence and 
meekneſs, as not to be ſo tenatious of your preſent ſen· 
timents, but that you can give them up with joy and 


thankfulneſs, on the manifeſtation of better light. 4 


I ſhall, in a free and friendly manner, give you ſome 


of my choughts thereon; in which will be contained 


| a fewof thoſe. points on which the whole dependeth, 


and wherein it appeareth to me you are miſtaken. _ 

Ihe ſubject is the moſt profound, myſterious, and i im- 
portant, that u mind or tongue of man can be exer- 
ciſed upon. Whenever we ſpeak on the ſame, it 
ſhould be with awe and reverence, declaring nothing 


but what is made clear and evident by revelation, or in- 


ward manifeſtationꝰ, and e fem. 


XS 


'* Since we non butwees Geb uus man muſt be ever unchangeably,] 
the ſame, the communication of the knowledge of divine myſteries, mut 
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Ido not intend a minute diſſection, in order to 2 
particular refutation of every ſentence that might ap- 
pear exceptionable ; but in a brief manner, under a 
general view, ſpeak a little on thoſe heads on which 
the ſubſtance of the whole matter reſteth. | 92 
The ſubject before us, is that of the Trinity; but 
might with more juſtneſs and propriety be called, that of 
the Deity, or of the Divine Being, the knowledge of 
what God is. But it muſt be confeſſed, that man, in 
general, is better able to ſpeak on this ſubject nega- 
tively than poflitively, ſince the ſource of Deity (or the 
Father) is entirely hid and incomprehenſible to every 
creature both in heaven and earth. We may alſo far- 
ther aver, that the divine nature, or God manifeſted, 
is abſolutely inapprehenſible to all knowledge and un- 
derftanding, only to that which is divine. Hence we 
may confider to whom this myſtery is revealed, and by 
whom it is apprehended and know. rnd 
If I ſhould afk, Whether man in his natural ſtate be 
capable of it? The univetfal anſwer (where there is any 
divine illumination) muſt be negative, If, whether the 
myſtery can be comprehended by the moſt matured, but 
mere rational underftanding ? the anfwer muſt ſtill be, 
No; fince this is only the Spirit of man, which only 
knoweth the things of man; that is, the things of this 
world; but the things, (or myſtery) of God can only 
be known by the Spirit of God: fo that none can poſ- 
hay ee oe 8 fly 
r 
- they declare, not the things they have learned of men, or heard men de- 
clare, but the things they themſclves have ſeen and heard, that the illu- 
mi nated eyes of the inward: man have looked upon, and that their hands 
have handled (have inwardly felt and -experienced) of the word of life. 


For being in him that is true, they have this underſtanding z namely, is 
know Jeſus Chriſt the only true God, and eternal life, 


\ 2 b 
ates nature. 550 95 


Had this been duly attended to, with's clear Al 
Randing of what it is to be born of God; many argu- 
ments, with rational inferences, might have been ſpare. 
ed, as well as a great many quotations from ſcriptures, | 
Since it is impoſhble, in the nature of things; for the di- 
vine nature, or the myſtery of God, to be known by the: 
natural man or rational wiſdom; neither is the myſtery 
made known, or communicated to the regenerate, in or 
by the outward declarations of the ſcriptures. of ttuth = 
but only as God becometh his wiſdom, by being ma- 
nifeſted within; a new divine life raiſed in the ſoul in 
union there with; therefore, as God only-knoweth and 
can manifeſt God, no man knoweth God, ſave him, 
who hath the Spirit of God, whoſe life is become di- 
vine; for without divine life denn r 
wiſdom... Habit zich „eb 70 Sa 
It . adenitted: ag usch a dite d — | 
the. myſtery of God cannot be apprebended by mere, | | N 
rational light, on which much of your argument ie 
reſted, it followeth in conſequence, the true knows, 
ledge of God is no more to be found among the learned, 
than among the unlearned ; the being acquainted with 
the different modes of human language, cannot covey j 
any more knowledge ——_ than if n with 
our mother tongue only. d n 2-463; £2 4 
No ſcientific attainment, ner nk — 
literature, which is within the reach of the rational 
faculty, and may be attained thereby, can poſibiy bring 
with it any divine knowleidge 3 being itſelf merely hu-c 
man: fo that it muſt be granted, the megk and lo¹ν 
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ſelf-denying-peatant, may have as juſt and clear con- 
ceptions of God, and as great, if not greater maniſeſ- 
tations thereof; at he who is laarned in grammar; logic, 
Philo ſophy, and phyſics: fd that quoting the opinions! 
of learned „e dee eee ere can add nothing: 
to tue pom. lou? Tram 149772 64 Nn 

hs belles dmigd in overy age, have generally pre- 
tended, they were the only men with whom this wiſer 
dom dwelt; aſſuming the right of diſpenſing it to 
others; at the ſame time greatly differing: ſrom und 
warmly contenling wich each other; and as gt this day 
each endeavoring to maintain his point and ſupport his 
ſyſtem, by grammatical and logical arguments. 

I need not aſk of what benefit this ever was or is. to 


the chureh ? fince it muſt be granted, it has beew and 


is the cauſe of much ſtrife and diviſion; each perfor” 
following that leader whom they moſt favor: ſo that, 
inſtead of elucidating, this hidden council has been 
much darkened by their multitude of words without 
divine knowledge: ſo mach, that it may be fafely af. 
firmed, no people or age of the world ever abounded 
with more mean, groꝶ, abſurd, ſalſe and diſhonorable 
notions and conceptions of God, than the preſent pro- 
feſling church. To the truth of the above e 
ſelf bear teſtimony, both verbal and effectual. 
That the true, experimental; — * | 
God, cometh not by any outward declaration whatever, 


nor is attained merely by reading and ſtudying of the 


holy ſcriptures, is ævident from what we have juſt ob- 
ſerved, namely, that all thoſe ho have ſpoke or wrote 
on this fabheck, Uthough widely difſeting from, and in 
_ r have net- 


with- 


Lk 927 

wiaakng a rouge ſigns or her oppor u. 
from thence proved every aflertion. bot 13S Que: 

Thus the holy ſeripture, which: in eee 
tual ſenſe, is an uniſorm declaration of truth and be- 
cometh manifeſtly ſo, hen inveſtiguted by that Spirit 
alone which dictated it, is ( by the ſelf-ſufficient exalted 
human reaſon unilluminated by the divine rays in oeleſtial 
meekneſs) often brought to dar teſtimony to a fal- 
ſity and maintain a lye®, - D Tow iP 150k een lie 

From hence appeareth the abſurdity and dangerous 
folly of thoſe; who as reſpecting theit being in 2 natural 
or mere rational ſtate cannot poſſibly know God, yer 
undertake to define the Godhead and demonfitate 
Deity : many of theſe have made diviſion of the Deity” 
into three equal parts or ſubſiſtanees, calling them thtes 
diſtinct Funsous. But all, without exception; who ' 
have been led by this dark deluſive guide, have fallen 
into that one general ditch of error, namely, that pure 
eſſential Deity, ſeparate from all creation, ſubfifteth in 
PERSONALITY = indeed man by a 8 — 1 
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®*. While the — n 6 
cording to the literal jokes Hg NI appear to CY i 
and contradit tnech ſelves j bence n 
re a + have made them a confuſed 


the ſame them. the —_— 7, 
at time vw Þ D. tru 
. this ma be confined by daily Obſervation. Nh, The divine 1 , 1 
in the were ix thoſe men that wrote themy accordingly 


ſource of matter to fupport their 
ftion, 


they, in love to man, were ſtirred up to mak outward 
3 "x4 
| ve to 
tet whom thy wr re 1. 
m e ſeriptures are an outward ation or 
hacking elſe, e eee eſted and teveale: Era 
order to become to us, a' real truth. Declaration from 1 
revelation irſelfl. Man may tear of God by the hearing of ihe eat, g 
cannot poſſibly be poſſeſſed of experithentsl Hine NY 
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TIRE ²— ewes weary Her would t 


L 10% J 
not have any other conception) forming (in theit 
imagination) a God to:ithEnſeives. and worſhipping 
theiwork:of> theiviown! hands, ses. 

Jou, indeed, have juſtly: exploded the former ſyſtem ; 


but it is only by coatractug the number, maintaining 
that there is only tuo perſons in the Godhead; + the one 


human, the other dlvive. Bat, while the idea of the 


perſonality of the diyine ſilence the · abyſd of Deity, 


called the Father, from which alß things are generated, 


is retained:; all other conceptions relative thereto muſt 
delunjuſt or ſhort of truth 3 with all eee 
formed thet eon 1 ih, ben tegt 
Alchovgb man in his Amden, ani i. 
cannot poſſibhy know God ; yet the new, regenerate,” | 


divine man, who is born of God, being a partaker of, 


or cone with the divine nature; he, and he only dot 
know God, and that neceſſarily ; God being maniſeſted 
in; him. And the higher. he riſeth / in the divine life, 
the more full and clear is his divine knowledge. By 
which knowledge he hath the inward ſelf· evident wit- 
neſs, that his former conceptions of the perſonality of 
the Father were wrong; und/ that divine 5 
Being of all beings, that: is the Father, the original 
ſoürce, the unfathomable'foutitdin depth from whence © 
all things proceeded; doth not ſubſiſt im perſonality; to "ih 
be comprehended- by the creaturely'mind, but is ablo- 
lutely incomptehenſible; being the hidden eſſehce a. —— 
all that exiſteth in creation; the very . itſelf i | 


q 


It 10 wondfous: Rrange that man "Kod be thus Javed or J this 


impoſe upon, hi x to believe that Spirit, is a perſon; I thigk I, 
may venture to 0 ar 125 man ee 5 e * 1 5 : 


he may confeſs it pant 28 it jg al 87 2 & or. him. to -"\ 


tain of — any pe 


inconceivable. e ore, me 
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de, talen lh AL l. omprehending an e 

ended ob e vas e dee tf nam on i 4 T 
Tha mnagifeſtationcout ofs the dark incomprehenſibſc 
abyſt of Deityzlis called the 8 That ds B e 
known mhiah! ia Gd alahe I for whatever tatnaiheth 
| vis in»Jackneds itſelf, and a NOTHING to 
our conceptions: bad id A 3G rantoſs bof? bag 
That the dark wrikuewnabjloof:Datyds called the 
Father, ig ine utmoſt propainty:qnd- truth, n in ape 
know: that dligbt itſalf, wil whatever in du niſeſted, 
muſt aiſe ot of, dafkneſa. The digbht id, Gd, and 
God i lehre while the depth of Deity is incon- 
ceivahle nanNKα⁰SN. A ghifittdot eu te bavianans 3d 
The manifeſtation in the light being God alone and 
called the Son is not another, but: the fameiodivifible 
eſſenca: Gad the Son is GodothaiFatlier tnadecknown;; 
ſa, hen eſſential Deity: is iſpoken of in feripture; it 
called Gad the Father... ve Lied zol 
IL. preſume. it will readily; bei granted, a that Sti John 
was advanced the higheſt: in abe dirinbdiſe, and had the 
moſt exalted and clear manifeſtationgofthedivaiemyſd 
tety ola the faciedUiuersg:iwbor has :declared! the 


ſame as full sand cler the tongue, of man pere: | 2) 


baps, of angel). is capable, gf. Met, it ſecmetha that 
men abe fan mofe fqnd of,rajana):jnquizics and ü. 
ing, heir,qwn jpvgations, than earpeſtly, deſiring, av in» 
ward .mapiſgſtation, and, 6videvcs. af, the tub: gf; the, 
* divine deglaration.of this Nluminated;ſaing.,n 1.4.9 1,7) 
„e ug, fluxed ng man knowerh the, Father, but. he 
to whom the Son revealeth him. Eſſential Deity muſt; 
den 42kNawp. until it manifeſted itſelf, which, manifeſ- | 
W in de Sn. olu(5105 vil) 381 ul ads as a 
B 2 Again: 


1s BORA A il DOE —W 24 - 
* 5 


God. 430 


| ſe 142 2) 
Again : % No man hach feen God! ut any tibet 
S jeans ms re mind or 


perception, to appreheni and know what God is, a the 
depth of eſſential Deity the Father. But the Son who 
is in the boſom of the Father, he hathirevealed' him; 


Hence it is undeniabſe thitthe Son is iefledtiad ny Deity 


and God alone: the Father made known 1050009 tw, | 
As it is bere declared, that / the deptiꝭ of Deity eſſen- 
tial cannot be comprehended by the creaturely mind ; it 


cannot ſubſiſt in perſunaſity; whence appeateth the 
error of ſuch conceptions and impropriety oſ ſuch ex+ 
preflions : ſince that which is ĩneomprebenſible cannot 
be conceived ow ſubſiſting i in any form oriſubſtance 
nme tre ada ane di nora liasen of 5 
St. ae not only ſpoken eee 
we bis high illumination; has declared unto us whit 
God is in the? manĩfeſtation, in three comprehenſive ex- 
pteſſions; God is light, life, and love. Surely it is ut- 
terly impoſſible for the tongue of man or angel to utter 
any thing of God more fall and expreflive than this: 
herein is neither expreſſed nor implied plurality or per- 
ſonality z but as the depth of Deity i nete 
it is unutterable in its nature and properties. 
When this light is become dur only wiſdoin 3 this 1 


our only life; and this love our only joy and Happl⸗ 


neſs; we ſhall no more have recourſe to rational en- 
quiries and conclufions concerning the Trinity, or bow 
God ſubſiſterh ; for this being the life aud enjoyment, 
it miſt gesehen be” the rants . kd a of 


I 0&7 


Os bet hid en wake} e 
books on this ſubjeR, the concluſion of the whole Mat- 
8 & IS ter 


183 

ter of which was, that. God was * , 5 
vowBR. 15. mel ne 195 

I doubt nas but eee e by.s ligh 
ſuperior. ta that of the mers, human. rational; ſince this 
conception is far more agreeable 0 truth, and a, more 
proper expteſhon of the ſubbiſtency.of Deity, than any of 
our preſent; ſyſtems of perſonality and plurality 3 but 
even this wortby.as it in, muſt be conſeiſed io fall ſhort 
of that we have juſt quoted from St. John, namely, 
Light, life, love... [This is the diyine eſſence, the gng 
only God called the Son, the manifeſtation of the 
Father or fountain ee ee that Gy 
nme proceeded, - 

We therefore affirm, a8 Ga the Father N 
and Ixr Inv, and conſequently not perſonality. And 
likewiſe declare, that whoever. afficmerh and teacheth 
that the Son is inferior to the Father, knoweth not God 
but confelledly diſhonoreth him; clearly perceiving that 
the conception of plurality cannot be retained. in the 
buman apprehenſion without priority and inferjority. , 

As concerning the Spirit which is ſo frequently 

mentioned in the word, we acknowledge moſt of your 
affirmation. to be juſt, The Spirit is not another, but 
is God, inſeparably eſſential therewith z, another expreſ- 
ſion meaning the ſame: : it is eſſential to light, life and 
love, and without it, no manifeſtation—it is. * mo- 
tion, power, and All. God is SIIIr. 

But farther, As no Spirit ever was or poſfibly cat * 
maniſeſted without a body, either celeſtial or terreſtrialz 
therefore it is, and that of neceſſity, according to the 
immutable eternal divine nature, that as light, life, and 
love N willeth to manifeſt itſelf to and in man, it 

muſt 


BI TX 0 
muſt de done in che human nature And: human bodyz 
. therefore the human nature is generated and brought 
forth by ide will and power” of th Father and body 
prepared according tö tat will and deſire in which to 
mam̃feſt itfelf in its d ory of Tight} liſeß and love. 
This body's tied terreſtr ny, and perecded celeſtisliy; 
but the divine Shoty/of diphe; life and dd exiſted in its 
bw Lſſence from all etefniey beforexthe worlds began. 
Thus God being mani feſted in human nature the 
mind is capabfe of conceiving of the Loid, undet the 
Idea bf bhi divine Num ä ele there 
being utterly 


3 
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dan be 6 ic fötmed of God at dl t 
impoſſible for the moſt enlightened mind d man to en: 
kertaln any ideal fotm of God as ſeparate from man; 
nüt is it Pombſle for wan r have any truc/knowledge of 
G68.” but int and by this uon, in which is the mani- 
feſtanlöff; tat is, as God becomes man bf as he him- 
ſelf in nis on life becomes heavenly und divine 
Hereift is exemplified ahd confirmed that myſterious 
anck glörldus truth,' that the Son of man, the human 
naturej is the Son of Gock; for God being manifeſted 
in, and bicome man, the gtorified di in hüinan nature 
is the dn oV God ; not let any creatiffe dare to con- 
celoe or ſet up in bis mind or imaginativis any othery 
for he is Goc ahd there” is none elfe. Therefore," as 
nun dies to the out WAd life, Winch coniſiſteth in earthiy 
deſire, and is raiſed to a divide life conſiſting in heavenly 
deſirc, ſd far he khoweth' God; and no fartherthan he 
is bie Wich Göd': in Bis alont is man's REDRMPTION 
alt nennt „ 0 
You will 'cleirly perceive,” that if theſe important , 
truths ate admitted and fffered to have theit due weight 
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if 15 1 
on the mind, they will at. one: not obly undermine, 
but intirely refute: your conception of Chriſt's; ez 
iſtence in an human ſpixit ſovithnut a body] with Gods 
begotten in ciernity, beſom che . appeared, in lama 
fleſu . 8 of nid »orts i "18 At) to oo £1] &&x Aug 

T bis ſeems: to be only an ungertaili, nete bypgthe⸗ 
tical conjecture brought in, to ſupport anothet doctrine 
of mere human invention; namely, that of the gote- 
nant and deere ; itſelf having no other ſupport than a; 
few wreſted. or.miſconſtruQed portions. of che lattęt A 
ſcripture.; It is indubitable that, the human ſpirit , 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, with che ſpirit. of evetꝝ ꝓthet man, 
and. angel, was not only, with but in God from all; 
eternity: but the manner you .conceiye. of it, is, not 
only inconſiſtent with divine revelation, but mag by. 
declared erroneous: on the mice .of; phyſiealkngy- | 
ledge. - 1117833 gad isfdhaeg 8 od ton bluo 

"This coocyptivg could. never bare, bad place gr. ſup; 
port, 'but as it ſtande in,cloſe, connexion with that, pf, 
the perſonality of pute e yn] 
from all create. » Din ad 101 

{ 


® As the 9 1 of Slucal ty of per | — eſſential. Dei 
deen the riſe of many ſtrange, iy peg - 8 nb, 


bringing down the moſt ch 1nconceiva e ma C 

to the wiſdom vf mere t 1 t; and 4 1. Rn 8 Wk NEG 24 
the ſelfiſly paſſions impure and groſs ns: of ſuf 

but ſurely none can he more diſguſtful to m_ re in of e Ry 
ſouls, than that of God the Father bezetting a Sod, amy: 
the Son's on to obedience and 2 7 * Fither 

and tres that bear and ſbn aH N ee, 


It is m earteſt daſir A the tru ay for 

in the hearts of mei, epeiall thoſe w * 2 to | NG | 
that ſuch Tow orsdtorely fi mur be BI ride, 
or ſet forth w hat God h is. We on x he tet 5 remaineth in darkness, dot 
8 cannot ie ddt bet * 270 Bok „und therefore? 

God, and -K noweth nothing of 550 tand 

| whole of God, the knowledge * the —— ng Life and” NY 
bree vim 3 bv cen unt. 185 Jar mob 


This 


.; *'" 0-9 
This human fpirit of Chriſt, you ſay; wis the firſt of 
tenaiedy: ber eee, ep a 
ſiſting upon, but ſeparate from God. 
You likewiſe afficm, ha tabbed 
Spirit was the Son of God; and that being begotten of 
God, muſt neceſſarily aged ese gran * 
one man partaketh of that of his father. 
rr 
lation, that the Son of God is the manifeſtation of 
God]; but this being conſidered abſtractedly as à crea- 
turely ſpirit only, muſt be unmanifeſted, even to itſelf ; 
therefore could not poſſibly manifeſt God; conſequently 
not the Son of God: for heavenly ſpirits can no more 
be manifeſted without celeſtial n yg rr ve 
rits without terreſtrial bodies. 
But farther : If this pro-exifience was in ſpirit only, 
it could not be a perſonal ſubſiſting creaturely being 3 
for ſpirit is without form; but every perſonal being muſt 
have form; fince there 'can be no perception without 
ideal form : therefore it muſt be abſalutely impoſſible in 
the nature of things for the mind to conceive of a per- 
ſonal being, and at the ſame time be perſuaded it is mere 
abſtraQ Spirit, without form. | 
Therefore I conclude this head, not doubting but that 
on a review and impartial examination of the article of 
pre · exiſtence, it will appear to you, av it doth to me, 4a 
ſell· oontradicting inconſiſtency ; a pillar unable to 
ſupport itſelf. We muſt bear teſtimony againſt this 12 
2 dangerous error, and affirm, that the whole perſona I 
humanity of the man Chriſt Jeſus was generated from 
the human Rtock the tame as all other men, that is, 


without any other pre-exiſtence of ſoul. =6 
e 


TL. 24, .J}- 
| He: was the, firſt -fruit, of the human "nature. be- 
being made divine u by how. God. the Father: is, mas, 
nifeſted, in and by the human nature j for. man can 
know nothing of God, but as God is manifeſted. in 
man: and, as was before obſerved, the manifeſtation; 
of God, called the 8on, is God alone; therefore, the 
Son of man, thus made divine and glorified, in whom, 
alone God is or can be made known, muſt, be God, and 
none beſide him. From hente we venture to aſſitm, 
that whoever ſuffereth his imagination to form in his 
mind, any form or image of any other than the glorified, 
divine humanity, which is the one only God. manifeſted, 
is truly guilty of ſpiritual. idolatry. Tbere being only 
one God the Father of ALL; and only poſſible to be 
conceived of in the mind or idea, in the one perſon». 
ality of the divine a tek of A Jeſus: we Lord 
of ALI. 1 is. e adds ud 54 
As it is impoſſible for man to bios any knowlelge or 
perception, but by ideal fotms ; ſo it is certain, bpth 
from ſcripture — every man's ſpirituab 
and divine experience, that no man from the beginning 
ever had eee feube, _ or the exiſtence of. a: 
1 This? e724 
.de (th ebe wing x 8 


beings, 

leadeth men into a conception, that er, the Creator (by which 
ſhould be underſtood the hidden, unmanifeſted, inconceivable ſource and 
very eſſence of all things) to be a perſonal being ſeparate from all creation, 
and that, before all creation, he formed matter out of noTuINnG (than 
which nothing can be more abſurd and dark] and then proceeded to cte- - 
ation, forming all things out of that matter, juſt as a'potter formeth dif- 
fereat veſſels ; whereas it is certain and evident from creation itſelf, that it 
is by proceeding and outgoing of the Spirit's power, not by formation, but. 
by generation; F ſo that all viſible creation is a manifeſtation of Wat inviſible 
Creator; the incomprehenſible inviſible efſence manifeſteth itſelf in #o# 14, 
or ſubftance BY the Nr Tr is ever creating 1 and 
eternally generating t ; ever I itſelf in majeſty, „ 
* power, and goodneſs, © 42." ee 8 Fg 
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divine Being, but by and in an human perſenal form; 


ſo that God cannot be conceived of as ſeparate from 


the humanity, man being incapable of having any idea of 
a being higher and beter than n nd in his own 


form or image. 


For a confirmation of the truth hereof] I may aged 
to every man who has any true knowledge of himſelf ; 
but am convinced, that for want of this ſelf-knowledge, 


many things ſaid here of Deity, and eſpecially of the 


human nature, and its Ry wi will not be 
underſtood”; cannot be received. 1 

What the human nature truly is, emen to be but 
little underſtood among men at this day. The know- 
ledge of God is inſeparable from the knowledge bf 
man. He that is ignorant of man knoweth not God. 
The myſtery of God is the myſtery of man; ſo that 
we can _—_—_ ſay, What man is not, than wo” MAN 
is | 

This — Auen 8 wang with its 
ſenſes, affections, will and deſire, and all whatever ap- 
pertaineth to this outward life, is not properly man; it 


is what he hath in common with all other animals of 


the field t, it is merely earthly: it is obtained by or 
eee from the firſt 2 will and deſire. It is 
| only. 


8 4 The animal or natural man is 8 and wa a life in all its pro- 
perties the ſame with the irrational animals, They, being intirely of this 
world, have only a tranſitory life; but man, being the glory of all the 
works of God, has an innate principle or ſeed of life immortal; from 
which ſeed is raiſed a divine plant paſſing through various ſtates before it 
attain perfection, the ſame as the natural plant riſing from the latent pro- 
perties of its own ſeed. 

On the formation and perfecting of the rationals, the animal powers are 
refined and ſudjected thereunto. This ſtate may 28 al human art, 


n and experimental knowledge, 
Next, 


[ 1 J | 
only the clothing of ſkin, che beaſtly form; it is 
earthly and muſt return to earth; the body muſt be 
diſſolved into the elements from whence it was raiſed, 
and the ſpirit of the mere animal life remain in its mun- 
dane ſource, It is not the divine image ; therefore nat. 
the pure human nature: the beſt that can (with. truth) 
be ſaid of it is, that it is the duſt of the earth out of 
which man muſt be formed. 

This being the oN out of which man is formed, 
herein i is the immortal principle bid in the Father's ele, 
ſence, the pure ſced in the ſoul ; from which the divine. 
man, the image and manifeſtation of God, is brought. 
forth, 

If we till Jook i into what we call man, and view him ä 
riſing out of his low natural ſtate, in the increaſe of un- 
derſtanding, enlargement of human capacities, exten- 1 
ſion of comprehenſion, even to the ſummit of wiſdom, . 
ſcientific, and perfection of rational powers; yet Kill it 
muſt be confeſſed, man is not formed, not compleat : 
this is not the perfection of the human nature; it may 
be called the human rational man, but not the divine 
human: it is not the image of God, God is not herein 


Next, according to the riſing order of all creation, he may advance to a 
23 N comprehending metaphyſics with inen! myſteries, both 

and evi 

in this ſtate or ſtage he may become diabolically wicked, or celeſtially 
good; according to the bent of his will (which is free in every creature), 
If by the energy of defire (which forms the life of every creature) the 
properties and powers of good are firengthened and become predominant 
within, he attaineth to a life celeſtial, and continueth growing up into a 
fulneſs of the divine ſtature, 

The animal powers (being inſeparable from this elemental bod y) are not 
abſorbed z nor yet the rational faculties : but are refined, ſubjefted to and 
brought into union with the divine. 

The whole of man may be comprehended under the two grand facul- 
ties, the unDEAaSTANDING and the WILL : to the firſt belongeth all 


| knowledge, the latter is tho recipient of good: Man may profit his bro- 


ther in the firſt, but all good is from the Lord. The union of theſe two 
in the affection of truth and good, formeth one heavenly MIND, 


fully 


oF +. 1 . 
fully manifeſted : man in this Rate is not new created 
in the divine likeneſs : 3 — more thereof f is man's 
perfection. 

But, as the earthly creature man hath capacities 
whereby to riſe out of his natural Nate, and become 
truly rational; ſo likewiſe to become divine, Where- 
fore, theſe capacities being improved and prepared, 
as that the will and affections, which before were 
earthly, are now raiſed and changed into heavenly; 
the rational is raiſed and changed into the divine, and 
both become one; the Father's own glory i is manifeſted 
in the human nature. 

Being able to ſpeak but little more than negative of 
man, we muſt ftop here; fince the glorified ſtate of 
the ons body of the divine humanity in Chrift the 
Lord (of whoſe ſubſtantiality we have no other con- 
ception than that it is pure light, ſplendor, majeſty) 
thus raiſed, perfected, and become one with the divine 
eſſence, is unknown and inconceivable to all, fave 
only to thoſe who are glorified and become one with 
Chriſt, 

It is the white ſtone, which none knoweth, but he 
who receiveth it. | 

It is the unſearchable 8 God maniſeſted by 
becoming man. The human eſſence deified by be- 
coming all divine. . | 

Glorious union! Wonderous unfathomable depth, 
ſave by w.ſ\dom infinite] Yet is fully accompliſhed in 
truth and reality, in its infinite extent and abſolute 
perfection, in the Son of man, Chriſt Jeſus, the one 
only true God; the light, life, power, and Lord of 
ALL, by whom all things were created and made, 

Although 


1 20 

Although every fodividhet part of creation (which 
nech in beautiful gradation through every rank and 
order, from the loweſt, opake, inanimate, terreſtrial 
body, both foſſil, mineral, vegetable and more celeſtial, 
even to that of the ſun itſelf; together with that 
of the animate, which in general is ftill- more noble 
and ſuperior to the former; riſing likewiſe in the ſame 
gradual progreſion through all the infinite multiplicity | 
of various claſſes, orders, and degrees, from the moſt 
ſeemingly mean and loweſt ſenſitive creature, to the 
moſt noble and ſuperior, even to man z) is a mani- 
feſtation of the Creator; amn m 
fully expreſs the image of God. 

For notwithſtanding man, when raiſed frond his na- 
tural to the moſt matured rational ſtate, is the head or 
crown of all outward creation; the central union of 
powers and influences, for whom. they all act, him- 
ſelf the micracoſmical ſum of the whole. Vet thie 
ſtate is not his perfection; he is capable of being raiſ. 
ed far higher: to become a ſpiritual, and from thence 
a divine celeſtial man; to be delivered from the re- 
mains of darkneſs and death, and exalted to en 
glory and felicity in the ſpiritual world. | bis 

It may eaſily be conceived, and muſt be allowed, 
that the image of God (which is God) can only be 
expreſſed by abſolute and infinite perfection; and 
this in light, life, wiſdom, power and love. | 

Now the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of man, is 
this abſolute infinite perfection, in the perſonal” form 
of the divine humanity. So that whatever is brought 
into being, throughout all inferior creation, is only a 
declaration or manifeſtation, that the inviſible Creator 

is 


| \ ' 
%. 


\ g 16 22 1 f 
is che das that being: but in the exalted, glorious, 
infinitely perfect, divine human perſon, of Chriſt the 
Lord, ſupreme head and ſole proprietor of ALL, the 
Creator is fully expreſſed and made known in all his 
majeſtic glory ; and become viſible to the eyes of bo- 
-Tified ſaints and angels. - 

The pure perfect humanity, is to be — of * 
Phd en. every member brought forth, and in its 
meaſure and degree perfected and glorified, is united 
to, and one with the living head; the ſame as the 
branch is in and one with the vine: each in their va- 
rious reſpective ſtates, | offices, ranks, and orders, ſub- 
jected to obedience in the unconſtrained freedom of 
joyful: love; bringing honor, praiſe and glory to the | 
one great Fountain of light and life, in which they 
ſtand; out of whoſe infinite fulneſs each is inceſ- 
ſantly and eternally receiving all that ſupply, which, 


According to their reſpective ſtates and orders, r are 


become capable of. 
The ſum and ſubſtance of what has been ſaid amounts 
to this, namely, that the doctrine of plurality, of per- 
ſonality in the Godhead is indefenſible, being falſe 
in itſelf: and that the object of all adoration is only 
one God; to be conceived of and worſhipped under 
the one ideal ſorm or image of the one divine perſon of 
Chriſt ſeſus the Lord, Jehovah made knewn, the 
Creator, Saviour, and Redeemer : for as there can- 
not poſſibly be any divine worſhip, but by an ideal 
form or perſonal image ; ſo the admitting and enter- 
taining in the mind more than one form or image, 
muſt ſayour of heathen darkneſs ; and cannot be trus 
worſhip in unity of ſpirit. He that hath the Son hath 
the 


„ 


1 * ——_ n— 
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Cl. 
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Father; they are but one.” The nen 


ity is the 8on, that is, God alone. 

By the Father - (when the mind would 0 0 
as ſeparate from the Son) muſt neceſſarily be under- 
ſtood the dark, unfathomable, unmanifeſted depth of 
Deity ; the original Source from whence all- that is in 
being, or that the mind is capable of  conceiving, i 
ſued forth and proceeded; the bidden incompreken- 
ſible eſſence and very being of all that exiſtet. 

Thus the Father, or unmanifeſted depth of Deity, 
muſt of neceſſity be abſolutely unknown and inõ,LW - 
prehenſible to every creature in every order and rank of 
beings; therefore it followeth evidently and undeniably 
clear teven to mere rational light) that, that which'is- 


unmanifeſted, and conſequently cannot poſſibly be con- 


ceived of at all, cannot bo ſaid (without the moſt egre+- 


gious abſurdity of falkry and contradic tion) to ſubiiſt is 
perſonality,” 1 p | CO Y.£9} 4113 it 3 4. . 77 « $41» *} 


Moſt men will readily confeſs the Fathet, the depth 
of pure Deity, the original eſſential Fountaim from! 


| whence all effences and properties were generated; id 


abſolutely incomprehenſible; and yet at the ſame time 
will affirm, and teach others, that the Father muſt be 
conceived of and worſhipped as à perſonal : being, diſ- 
tin from the Son z whereas, whatever may be chn- 
ceived of and imaged in the mind, muſt» neceſſarily 


ceaſe to be intomptehenſible. But aganq̃7 2/2 (es 

Since men are fo inconſiſtent with themſelves, 28 to 
allow that the Father; that ie, the hidden depth of De- 
ity, is unknowable to every oreature and abſolutely in- 
comprehenſible and * is affirmed by teacher, aud 
received 
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[k 26˙ . | 
received by many, that it is a perſonal being, and that 
God manifeſted is another ſeparate perſon ; ſurely it 
cannot fail, but that the intetior eyes of many will 
ſhortly be egg to FENG error, Sy 
hereof, + mn | 

And'more eſpecially, * ith is a Erna". which all BEA 
men are poſſeſſed of, that God, in reſpect to the ſpiri - 
tual hidden eſſence, is equally alike preſent in every. 
place, thing and part of creation, filling all conceivable. 
ſpace; and equally beyond the utmoſt bounds of 
thouglit's extention, in won er Pacs Kt i is 
ſwallowed up and Joſt. 

It muſt appear ory to roi EY that. 
thoſe men are not new born of Chriſt the true light 
and life, but are reſting in bortowed notions; who diſ- 
cover ſo little knowledge of God, as ſo inconſiſtently to 
affirm, that the abyſs of unmanifeſted Deity is a per- 
ſonal being ſeparate from the Son, 'that i is, God mani- 
feſted: it would ſeem they have never truly. made the 
enquiry, What is God ? nor duly confidered and be- 
lieved that in God we live and move; and that in him 
all things haye their being ; who is inconceivably Id 
and beyond -ALL. Whatever the mind is capable of 
apprehending is not the Father; being incircum- 
ſcriptibb even by thought, and inconceivable, "2 wi 

Whenever the mind would exerciſe itſelf,on the Cre-. : 
ator, it always finds a form or image. This image is 
always in the human ſimilitude: for, as was hinted 
before, it is abſolutely impoſſible for man to have any 
conception of God, but in the human form. There-. 
fore it followeth undeniably, that the manifeſtation of 
God is eee, nature is God alone, * ſole ob- 

ject 


* 
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of all -divi vine worſl i 3 it whom the human ef. 
= ſence. is — 1 lorifie 14 become all dio fie, Für 
as God the 4. is * ſpirit without form, it 
muſt have remained eternally unknown and a#NOTHING 
ta every creature, if the divine ' eſſence'had! not man- 
feſſed itſe}f, in in the human form. er 20 an 
The truly wiſe will p pon der der theſe things and lay them 
to heart, and readily r teſtimony to the truth herd= 
of ; ſo that it muſt remain needleſs to proſecute the ſub- 
ject any | farther in order to wer mote fully the groſs. 
darkneſs and 2 the endlets en debates, and | 
rife, nin rinity '3 "the" folly and 
— 1 Troy ts of haman'teaſ6h,” with 
ite dark. inyentions, to d define 3 nd Jeinvaſttate the plu- 
rality. of perſons 41 che 822800 "fin ince, When the 
foundation is removed I th c Tape pefitradfire muſt inevi- 
* and immediately fall ne, u D 
. this dark foun neal of confuſion and error, and 
fquree of Cc Fae i is entirely 1 removed out of the 
ann; rh pf 45 of 1 member! is directed to 


exnterech.i in th PE ' Head and ſupteche 

E of ALL; 2 on be 2 — with itſelf, 

become the praiſe 9 Zone karch. TAMA N, 

ang 79 5 W 
1. * 


5 in 2 affection a and joyful 55 52 


Faith, with one ſpirit to 29 720 WY he 


loving Lorg, glorified heag, and d Father r 0 
When the mountain of the Lord is eſtabliſhed in 


aa be mates dr ie 
Chiſt che Lord is acknowledges in the a 


Cod alone, the SIND 4 in all light, life, 


1 26 5 
Twi in ately is, al power in beayen ad earth) all 
nations ſhall flow - unto it, and wan become onô 
fold under one Shepherd; and great (lt be their — 
peace, flowing 3s 8 river; | ade 
When the wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the 
leopard lie down with the kid; the calf and the young 
lion and the fajling together, and, a Title child ſhall 
lead them. . 
They ſhall not. nurt nor deftroy | in all God's holy 
mountain: for the earth ſhall be full of dhe! Wee 
of the Lord as the waters cover the ſea. © 
As the doctrine of three diſtin ſeparate perſons in 
the Godhead, muſt negeſſarily produce confuſion in 
darkneſs, diſagteement and oppoſition; barring the 
door againſt Jews and Gentiles ; fo when the faith'of 
the church ſtandeth in ons ohly Lord God ſupreme, 
it cannot fail of producing univerſal harmony and ac» 
cord. And not only ſo, but muſt be an oyerflowin 
ſpring of inward joy and happineſs to every eiu 
ſpiritual member (according to their meaſure of rege- 
neration unto, a new divine life) and more eſpecially 
as the ONE ſovereign Lord of ALL is an human per- 
ſon, raiſed from our eſſence, and become the one ge- 
neral Root, Stock, and loving Father of all the pure 


redeemed human race; from whom all (according to 
the divine human life) are generated; out of whom 


we all, as kindred branches, are quickened, bud 0 | 
come forth, in whom we live and flouriſu. 
No weapons of war can now any more be — ; 
no ſword of contention, ſtriſe, and oppoſition will 
henceforth be known; but all ſhall be as plow ſhares = 
in the fertile ſoil of flouriſhing and abounding peace, 
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and 


bt 37. 1 i | 
* ad 9 coping books 6 god yl neun 
> harveſt. 
= - No Bi ipvetive arrows (which are now + bo plenti- 
| fully diſcharged both in writing, and converſation) hall 
; any more have leave to fly; nor. wounding 
N diſcord's envious arm be moved ; +, but in the, | union 
| 


and barmony of brotherly divine affeftion, all mall 
become as pruning hooks to raiſe. the beauty, of th NE: 
luxuriant effects, with the rich, pleaſant, joyful and f er 
: | increaſing. fruits of peace. «da td a ret 28m 4 : 
Let each true prophet, of. the Lord proclaim, h 
name and promote his pure worſhip ; ſoon, _ then ſha) 
the prophets of Baal n i 
the people univerſally, as with. one beart and y 
brought to confeſs that the Lord. de ie is th ie 8 0 15 
Lord Jeſus BY js God alone. ue ayd 
„Thus have. J. in brief, endeavored * to expreſs. my 
thoughts, in fulneſs ; but am ſenlible of the great di- 
culty of expreſſing one's ſelf on theſe deep and myſte- 
rious ſubjects, with ſufficient cleareſs to.the apprehen- 
ſions of 1 even the N and We Te 


| qppoſite conceptions, — received from the teach- 
ings of men; yet doubt not but all ſuch will readily 
conſeſs, that the dodtrines and conceptions of. 
Deity ſubſiſting i in different perſonalities, with the va- 
rious erroneous notions conſequent thereupon, held and 
enforced in the various divided and oppoſite fyſtems 
of the preſent divinity, are unworthy the approbation 
of their enlightened minds; and that there is no other 
way of attaining to divine knowledge than by attain= 


oy 2 


F 13 
fag to divine lie; nd vn) of means of tnouint Gody 
but by being one with Gdd ; that is, by our carnal. 
nat e being chan ed and made DN or, in other 
words, by the divine nature raiſed' or manifeſted in us, 
Seh is the maniſeftation of God, God made m * 
| e fleſh 3 3 that is, the human nature. 

He that has not attained to divine eas and the 
knowledge of God in this renovation and change, and 
By the inward and real manifeſtation thereof, whatever 
he. may have, which he eſteemeth divine wiſdom, is 
oply 'droſs and dung; not is it poſlible fot him to te- 
. it by y arguments, '6 * oy ep acme _ by, 
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hre e very ſible den truths are not 
only likely to meet” with” a cold reception in general, 
but. likewiſe (from ſome) contempt and rejection 3 
fince it is certain, that che Spirit of Elijah was 
always perſecuted by that of antichriſtian Jezabel ; 


and that, probably at his time, the prophets of Baal 
may be many; yet are we encouraged ta declare 
, thus publicly, "under 4 certain ſenſibility and 
_dfurance, 7 a the ſeven thouſand” (natives of the 
fpiritual Jeruſalem) are not diminiſhed 3 who will no 
moje bow the ige te any of the preſent 'Ahabian | 
idols ; ; therefore are bold to proclaim, 1 
Tus Lord Jeſus Cheiſt to 8 GOD dew. 
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Y thingy to the ears of thole who are 1 

e ply pod” 

, A enouly of theſe wings 15 and probably* 

, will be haſtily rejected and condemned but the: - 

: wiſe will lay theſe things to heart, and exaniine' 

, | whether they? are fo, and nor raſhly tondetrin 3 

: they. will not judge according to outward ap- 

1 pearances, and. bare outward literal expreſſions | 3 

A ef ſcxiprure ; but, having the Spirit of: God, 

* will turn inward, fit at wiſdom's feet, and, , 

J bearkening to h nh will diſcern the hi - 

8 ky things of Gd. „ LES. 7 

: | My only ae cat «is my" its ? 


into the treaſury, is, an heart felt concern to fee 20 
ſo many of my brethren, who late earneſtiy de- de- 
. firing the bread of life, and to return to cheir 
Father's houſe, as the lame turned out of „ 4 


. Way, and kept in fear, ages co and hunger 2 


» 


„ e error and falſe reaching, ©: W 


© =, 
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treated more largely, but for want of leiſure ; ; 
and although ſome places muſt ſeem dark at 
firſt, yet I doubt nor but the whole, taken to- 
gether, will appear quite clear to the truly ſpi⸗ 
ritual diſcerner; and am inclined to hope it wil 
be an incitement to ſome, who are favoured with 
light and ability, to treat this more at large, and 
with greater plainneſs, in a true ſpirit of chri- 
ſtian love to. their brethren, and oppoſe the 
deſtructive torrent of error and falſity. And 
ſurely no chriſtian man, who has the ſmalleſt a 
meaſure of divine light, if he would exerciſe i 
could receive ſuch falſities, abſurdities, and con- 
tradictic ns, which are almoſt every here heard | 
for 9 e 
Let me intreat you, my a friend, to con. 
ſider theſe things well.; and when! you "Tee an 
one induſtriouſiy compaſling ſea and land to 
gain proſely tes, and have invented for themſelves” | 
a certain ſyſtem, and fer UP a god of their own, 
making, declaring this to be the only god, oY 
Nebuchadnezzar like, Proclaim, that whoever 
will not worſhip this god ſhall be caſt into the 
fiery, furnace; determine in your own minds, 
whether theſe are teachers ſeat trom Got? and 


| ee, o che truth, o or not. 
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| defend their ſyſtem, vindicating the honour of 
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and oftentimes ſuch ſtorms of inward” diſlike 


and invective language, that muſt powerfully 


affections from their brethren, but to beget 
anger and fiery reſentment : then honeſtly de- 
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goſpel, having the Spirit of Chriſt, or not? 
Who does not fee that both the pulpit and: 
the preſs are much employed by thoſe who call 
themſelves goſpel preachers, in ſtrife, conten- 
tention, oppaſirion, and clamorous controverſy? 
and this to defend ſome points of their different 
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n 


ly falſe in themſelves; yet Pillars to their toter · 
ing ſyſtems ? Thus ſcattering among the people,. 
whom they have deceived, fire brands; darknefs,.. 
and death. Theſe, things, being duly atten- 
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what followeth z but as wiſdom doch not con- 
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their God, declaiming againſt their brethren in 
their falſe notions and ſyſtems," crying. Not 

there; but lo here ! this is the way and none 
elſe ; the other is dangerous, if not damnable! 


and keen reſentment break forth in defamatory 
tend, not oaly to abate or alienate the peoples 
clare, whether you can in your own” heart 


believe, that theſe are ſent by Chriſt to feed 
his ſheep ? whether theſe are preachers of the 


doctrines, oppoſite to each other, and both equal- 


ded to, muſt ſerve to illuſtrate. and confirm 
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lt 4 in 2 | ale of words, but LASER to. 


hearken; and outwardly obey, I will now! take my 


leave with this one obſervation, That, as this 


jarring and contention among men profeſſing 
_ themſelves divines, or miniſters of Chriſt, is a 


clear and undeniable proof that they are in the 


dark, and ignorant of the myſtery of divine 4 a 
things; not in the light of the truth (for if. 
they were truly enlightened, and by a neu birth- 
natives of the divine ſpiritual kingdom of light., 


their interior eyes would be formed by this 


light, which is unity and harmony itſelf, and can 


produce nothing but concord, union, and love); 


ſo it is as clear and certain, that men muſt re- 


main in this darkneſs and ignorance, fo long ag.” 


may learn in the ſame manner as he:doth a me 
chanical occupation, whereby he earneth bis 


livelihood : For the knowledge of divine 20 


teries and truths of God cannot be attained from 
any thing without; no words of men, or even 


of angels, are ſufficient to convey into man any” 
true clear knowledge of God; this knowledge 
muſt have its birth in the ſoul, therefore no man 
has any true knowledge of God, but in the ſame 
degree that he is regenerated, and in union with 
the divine nature. But man is taught that GG 
is three diftin& ſeparate perſons, from Which 4 
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divinity is conſidered as a ſcience, which a m . 
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ation inmedintely forte 30 —4 


7 * three different images for itſelf; and ſettethy them 2. 


4 up in its on temple for its gods; aſcribing to 
euch certain inclinations and properties, agreeable 


Hence ariſeth that multiplicity of dark and falſe 
conceptions concerning the one true God; and 
"eonſequently, the great KR of ſets bs ens . 
4 ties in religion. £7 
Baut when the beer dah foul would 
_—— think with reverence on the triunity of the Deity, - 
let him diligently: guard againſt the idea of 
Three, or making any diviſion ; but take a faint 
Ffimilitude from the fun in this world, Let the 
hidden, dark, unknown materiality; or original | 
effence of its ſubſtantiality, which cannot be 
known or comprehended by any, repreſent the 
Father. Let the light and'glory thereof repre- 
fent the Son. Let the virtue and influence in 
which all creatures live, and which occupierh all 
ſpace in the whole creation, reſemble the Ho- 
ly Spirit. Now it would be no ſun to us nor 
the creation, if it did not manifeſt" itſelf” in its 
own glory, and by its own light and influence; 
therefore we conclude, that no man can behold 
he ſun in his meridian ſtrength, and ſay, There 


are three ſuns, or conceive in his mind any di- 
rſin de... 
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other conceptions of the Deity, but as an angry, 


| fallen nature being anguiſh and miſery N it is N 2 
times called the wrath of God. When I converſe; . 
wich 


The curioſity of the reader may lead him „ 
enquire, who and what the author is? and we 41 
know the judgment of men concerning a work is 
too often biaſſed according to their eſteem of the "4 
performer; but this will not be the caſe with the ; 1 
ſincere ſearcher after ſacred truths, therefore it 
will be of no moment to him whether the authog 
is a mechanic, a merchant, a ſcholar, or a divine: 

When a ſoul is firſt awakened to a feeling ſenſs * 


of the miſery of its fallen ſtate, it can torm no 1 


* 


wrathful being; for being in darkneſs, and feeling 
this anguiſh and wrath in himſelf, he ſaith, It is 
in God. When I have aſked ſuch, whether be 


knew this experimentally? whether God has dealt 


with him according to anger and vengeance? he, 


has been conſtrained to anſwer, No: yet he knew. - 
there muſt be wrath in God, becauſe others have: 
been puniſhed, To which 1 reply, No creature, 
was ever puniſhed, or ſuffered the leaſt miſery, . 
becauſe the Lord was angry or diſpleaſed; their 


' miſery aroſe from their chuſing evil, turning from 


God and refuſing good, wherein 1 is all happineſs, | 
The Lord can will nothing toward his creatures, 


but their happineſs. All wrath, anger, and miſery 
is in fallen nature, not in God ; but the ſtate - 8 


* ** 


8 


| 4s love; freely declaring that all his dealings withi - 
them have been nothing but mercy and goodneſs. 


RF 's 


with others whoare raiſed outof this darkneſs, and 
are in a ſtate of regeneration, - according to the 
' meaſure of the ſtature of the inward ſpiritual man, 


they will bear teſtimony to the truth, that God: 


Theſe being in the light, being born again of 


God, they know God; but it was impoſſible they 


ſhould know God while in their fallen ſtate. God. 
is known and manifeſted only in and by his good · 
neſs and love; and no man can know any thing 


of God, than as God is maniſeſted in the ſoul. 
Some beloved and gracious ſouls will reply and 


fay, Although God is not angry and wrathful, 
yet he muſt be juſt. To which I anſwer, That no 
man ever did or can know any mate of” the — 


tice than of the wrath of God. 


This being. admitted, it will Rn alle all 


thoſe who ſtand up and inliſt on the ſtrict and in- 
finite juſtice of God, and that he muſt deal with 


men accordingly, puniſhing their offences in his 
incenſed anger and fiery wrath, muſt not only be 
found falſe witneſſes in the preſence of God, but 


bearing teſtimony againſt themſelves, that they are 
in a ſtate of darkneſs, not in the truth, not regene | 


rated and born of God, therefore know not Gad. 


It being certain that God or the Divine being 


cannot be 5 7 5 n the mung 
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of this outward life which ſtands in ſelf and 


fended at the harſhneſs or ny” hy . 


* r 
generated human nature; Which is born of Gd! 
this beingduly conſidered and rightly underſtood. 
will greatly illucidate and confirm what is here», 
in affirmed, that Chriſt Jeſus is the one Lord Je- 
hovah, in whom is the myſtery called the Trini- 

ty, and may terminate all controverſy thereon. 
When theſe truths are attended to, they will 
clearly ſhew the uſe and deſign of all che ſacrifices 
and oblations ordained of old; they were not, as 
we have been often taught, Types of that great 
Sacrifice which was afterwards to be made by God 

the Son to atone and appeaſe the wrath of the Fa- 
ther: far otherwiſe; it was to ſhew man that his 
beaſtly nature muſt be put to death, muſt be ſa- 
crificed; that he muſt put off all that pollütiom 


carthly deſires: for in the ſame Proportion as 
the old man dieth; the hew man liveth. When 
the goat appointed to death is killed, the live 
goat ĩs at full liberty. When the devoted pi- 5 
geon is put to death, the live _ is let 97 in 2 
the open heavens. : 
It is hoped the nature of As bother will wet 
cuſe from or. 4 "notwithſtanding ſome n W 72 
petitions. * £ 
The Author intreats that none would be Of. 


* 


expreſon, ſubſcribing himſelf, n 
_ Go, the truth, ee 41 
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| this anſwer to his diſciples, © See ye not all 
+: | | 
& : ? Verily Lſay unto you, There ſhall not be 
, — 


ſtone upon another, that ſhall not be thrown 
don.“ ' The diſciples being then unenlightened, un- 


© LSE Ee 


* regenerate; and having only an outward, ſenſitive; and 
575 rational life, centering in earth, and butward earthly 
| things, had very little or no knowledge-of. heavenly: 
35 things, or divine myſteries; therefore they underſtood 
_ the Lord only according to the bare outward literal. 
47 ſenſe : but it muſt be acknowledged that our; Lord 
* ſeldom, ſpoke of outward tranſitory hingze but intent 
N by them declared and delivered important myſteries | 
753 of inward divine things; and ſurely it muſt be n 
1. felled that our Lord's buſineſs. on ere HN - 


portant than to be confined to earthly things: 
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8. n Nr a little more human —— than the 

of their brethren, and are thereupon called.divines, 
"I that our Lord only meant the outward temple, 
and that his prediction was literally fulfilled ; and 
that the Roman general nat only demoliſhed the tem- 
ple, but moved every ſtone to the very foundation. 
Now what, proof, therę js of this, Lknow nor do I 
find any o ane ke gh other reaſd 45 75 2 ing" 
thus, than his enragement againſt the Jews for their 
obſtinacy, in not delivering up the) city ſooner. How 
far this carrieth the leaſt probability of truth, or of what 
moment it is to the ſpiritual divine man, in what man- 
ner this Heap of Jdark enrth was tifown dw I Vi 
leave to the truly enlightened to determine. 

This important and very remarkzble 24th chapter of 
Matthew, with the correſponding parts in Mark and 


Luke, have generally bean underſtood 1 
the. deſtruction of the city and temple of Jeruſfalem, 


and the deſtruction of the whole earth, that is, the end 1 
ofthis: wotld. But all the commentators, Who hae 
conſidered it in this light, have ſo far fafleul in their 
cxpoſitians, meeting with ſuch inſurmountable diffs © 
culties in reconciling our Lord's words in the different 
parts; to be conſiſtent with themſelves and their .] e 
plan, that, inſtend of diſcovering out Lord's internal 
ſpiritual meaning, they have caſt à cloud of darkneſs * 
over it; and their comments have been confuſion and , 
abſurdity: for, confining” themſelves to the outward” 
letter, they (not being able to ſee any farther, of pene- 
trate any deeper) could not poſſibly make atry better of ' 


a 
it: But, nnn re Karma: ee pan 
E a e 


v8 3 8% 
nat at ag 530A Rel nels e l . 
on,/that aur Land d 4 ate _s 


cub ſimply, mean the deſtruction of the dity and tema 


ple, nor has it the leaſt reſpect to the end of the Wurld: 
But. it ſeemeth very, clear, that the diſciples· Hall ſuch 
confidence. in the, durableneſs of their outward: tetnpley--.- 
that, it would ſtand ag long as the. world endured; and 
that, the fulflment of our Lord's words would! be\the: + 


the, Lord's words concerning the temple in the bare 


outward ſenſe, they had much better ground for their 
concluſions, . than rhoſe have ſor their afſertiohs:awho ©. 


tell us, that the Romans raſed the very foundatim | 


for as it ig highly probable that the foundation us laid 
| very deep, ſo it is as probable that part of it wilb re⸗ 
main as long as the mountain remaineth, on which it.) 


was built. That this ſcripture does not mean ſunply 


the deſtrudtion, of Jeruſalem, nor yet the end ar ee | 


world, muſt be clear to every diſcerning mind dn c- 

ſidering the different expreſſion and their diſagreement, 
when taken in that light z.-yhat it muſt he riese 
do deſcend. to particulars: to, prove, it, as likewife dt 14 
not to be conſidered according .to-the, outwaid-literal $3 
expmpfliog. . iow tt Yoo» Ph WW land 
The: diſciples, being greatly ſtruck iid ourtfherdth or 
words, tale the firſt opportunity: f aſking him whůt 
will precede as, a ſigh of the approach and fulfifhent 
of theſe things, and when the:end of tlie worklinuiths? 
be. But let us mark and well weigh the Lord's awfwen, i» 

who well knew they did not then underſtaud nor com 
| prehend ſpiritual things 3 and what he faith 4 chem 


he fill Gith to every member 4in wary age cb cho 
chyrch ; * Take heed that no man deceive you,” 


A 2 But 


* 


*} ; 


- 2 * 


5 aropww_@wwwl 
S * 1 < - 
w ow 44 Y 
25 ; 2 > : 
e 5 
. Bo * © — n 
* * 22 — o 5 
* = - 4 * * — 2 * 4 ww - . . 
. 0 F x - Bey. 
2 2 — 


1 
1 
1 1 7 
q 
4 
A 
* 
i 
bl 
14 
: 1 
i 7 
N pt 
$ 
10 


Sg 2: . 
* 4 


—— — eee 


wh > 
So - 


S 


rr 


22 


— 


— — wad 


2 
— 2 FL 
* — — = . 1 
- . 


2 K 


— 
ä ͤ —— 
= 
> 


_— —— — = 
N * » 3 
* — 


— 


n 
N > 
EE: 
+ £4 >» þ p 


e a FE EREEN 


poſſibly underſtand the things of God, until 


"I 


ing to che outward voice of man, and not tb the inter. 
nal voice of r deceived en, an 
deceiveth himſelf, EDED BADTALY 
It muſt be granted Win et e 
was truly ſpiritual; but as none can comprehend ſpiti- 
tual things but the truly ſpiritual man, it is herein that 
men are deceived; for divine myſteries cannot be com 
prehended by the rational powers: therefore no mam 
whatever, how learned ſoever in earthly wiſdom; en 
there is 
an union between the human and divine nature by .. 
generation. In the fame degree and proportion as his 


work is wrought, and the new ſpiritual man formed,” . 
eme veau of diſcerning ſpiri=* 


tual things. * % 25 e £5 2 40 
& Take hed d ne nas ce 8e For n 
gene; Cen u, us. Tang Oz 1 
ſhall deceive many.“ n 1 1 
Nom no one will, I think; bien us 
was fulfilled in its full ſenſe between our Lord's death, 
and the deſtruction of the material temple; ſo this firſt © 
ſign, as well as many others mentioned, may ſerve noe" 
W rere 
confined 10 the deftraRtion of Jeruſalem z nor yet to” 
mean the end of the world, according to its preſent ' 
. artnrny 4x0 
of glory. u 5 00 
Bar ie may be ade here, What den d our L. 


mean? and 2 
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wt The, great and important change. and; revel 
3 which our Lord here ſpeaketh, of, called 


+ 8 e called the chr 

P 1 * the, . Boro 
413 
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fe- being falſified, 1 Wich, « or overcome e by errox and 
yo darkneſs, I mean doQrinal truths ; For light n 
en darkneſs, and darkneſs light > Falſhoods. a 

7 by the priefts, and received by the people. 
' Thus the foundation being laid in in the ſand, of ene, 
oy rande and falſity, the ſuperſiruQture raiſed by the fil 
oy of antichriſt and power of darkneſs, its confuſed heap, 
1 0 muſt ſoon fall, its very foundation be raſed, and not one. 
1 ſtone be left upon another. This | T ano. 
* has ſo plainly pointed at, and ſo fo dach deferied, Mog 
_ is now very near at hand. 1 body of ſing 
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15 ers of darkneſs ind fatfity, muſt work: untl de Münthg- 

Ti 9 * the times, the completion of the alen, the mw” 
1 fung of all its'6perations, according ty ſts properties, 
et. and final exhaiiſting of all its power, OD 
5 Now theſe powers ald properties of darkneſs 7 an 


error have already undergone three. heceſſary- and not 
able changes; but uſt *Undergo' one more, which 1 
the last, according to that which ye have been already, 
told, that this is the lat tim. 

_ Pie firſt of theſe great a and terfible any _ agg * 
revolutions was the great and "mighty and full end Ba 
the Cainiſ church, called the antedily vian age; 
it was in the bajo of Noth: fo ſhall It pe when 19 5 
fourth deſtruction cometh, which if) very near, - 

The neceffity and myſtery of this deßtruction, Ws 
the flood, ib moſt clearly been and underſtogd in in tu 
depth and ſecrets of nature. For we Loud * on 
Iook through or beyond the letter, Jeaving it, as 
were, behind us as* a mad, in order to find the fab" 210 
Rance ar and true ſpiritual internal meaning * che 'holy 1 + 
— — — 

The Cainiſh, or Hirſt church, cd correſ correſſ poldeth - 
with, and is the very lame i in its nature and 1 7 0 
with, the predominancy of the firſt form, or qark an 4 
guiſhing power or property i in nature; it 1 is een | 
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Me ſelfiſhneſs, darkneſs, envious, Würde dus and helliſh : 

3 for All hell and all darkneſs, with all that i is of the na- - ; 
5 ture thereof, has ts exiſtence only i in the firſt three I 
Witt forms, and can reach no further than the fourth, its 97 

power there  Craſeth, © But again: "52 D 5 4 


The ſecond ry, terrible, and woil revolu ution 


is ſet forth arid bete by the deſtruRlioii of cn E 
belliſh 


F $i att 
'belliſh, church, or the e 0, dfention of 56. 


bp. A. + Alt ju ABA vheon 143A 2H — 
is is to be underſtood according to the predomi- 


nant operation of , the ſecond form, ox, Working: power 
in the ſix operative properties in_nature. .;.. 
In ſpeaking thus, + I know 1 ſhall be a5 a, yain babbler 
eo many, but ſhall, be, ber. underſigod by4thoſs In) 
whom the myſtery; of God nes: 
ages) is begun to be opened. i 
„The hed gre ad terre change a the end upd 
deſtrudtion of the, Jewiſh church. ergwag. 521 vd tatugr | 
„Many, under this, diſpenſation. or form, whoſe de 
light was.to embrace and walk in the paths of wiſdom: 
in whom the myſtery. of God was apened and revealed, 
clearly ſaw theſe things, eſpecially that Son of wiſdom, Gy 
Daniel, who Wa en Þifth with John the) | 
divine. ed enen Ano 0 8 ben : 


The firſt three vials "loin powed out, and the 
woes paſt, the fourth muſt neceſſarily; and ſpeedily 
follow ; which we will now. more particularly conſider... 
But will firſt obſerve, that as 2 and light are. begot⸗ 
ee powers or properties; ſo 
the light is brought ariſeth eth out of, or breaks. 
thro! the darkneſz in the fourth, and x ifeſteth, "But; 
the predominant powei. of the ,fourth. property, muſt: . 
finiſh its operations, bring 12 5 1 rr changes 
and revolutions, before .th Fe, Magn t © or truth. can. trium- 
phantly reign. #7 3647 bern 5 il 

So it clearly followerh, that the fourth great and, 
mighty, terrible, 5 neceſſary change and cevolution,,. 
is the end of the : chriſtian church, 3, that is (as has 
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der be n Wi ick Gref t A 
and its meaſure nearly fulfilled. But now to be a 


outwind-temple:of wool lll BIG 
 equently-more fond of the interhal ſpltiri 
the Jewim Jodttines ; which" wee it 
pres mp te ge but 
crived for divine truths, a * 
It was this bu 
raiſed by the powers of d 


a 


change : and revolut 
2 conſiderable. {pace before our Lord' 


for 10 abomit ti 1 6 
be feen e ſhould not be, ſtandi 
place, that is, erfor, falſity, and darkneſs, ſtand] ing in 
thi place, and put For truth. and light. 15 
80 that it is clear and evident our Lotd was not fel- 
his diſciples of what was 

in or + nals * 


ation mi he. 
ing in the ol A 


come to paſs, but 
5 12} VITS3T3 75 0 


*. 
fo were they con © 
| hr tr 
"that 
8 7325 
meant Which vas 
wn l & erer, 1 
and ſupported by covetouſneſs, craft, and pride, under 
the dominion ef antjchrif, that muff be thrown down, 
aud not one ſtone left upon another: 
Now this was Already virtually done, and 
falling, when our Lord fpoke; ohio yk 
yr: fro pry re 
2d oken neg 


ani loony of Sis, and N. 5 "of 
were fulfilled 8 


. 


14 
n 7 1 
3 
* 
nce in 
4177 it 
6 
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* * 
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word gon here ſignifieth the perfect redeemed pure human 


K 9: + | : 2 85 
powers of the firſt forms of nature, or ſpirits f Gef in 


the incomprehenſible abyſſal deep of the Father, gr Ma- 


den Deity, the ſource of all powers and properties; he 
exact period, according to the revolutions in time, can- 


not poſſibly be known by any creaturt, eitiler in the 


inward or outward world, but by the Father only, 
which fignißeth the Deity, or whole divine nature: the _ 


nature. This myſtery cannot be communicated to any 
creature, being the ſecret working of the hidden Deity, 
therefore properly known to none but the Father only, 

It ſeemeth that curioſity induced the diſciples. to 
-inquire, when theſe things would be, and what ſign 
would precede the end of the world (as ſome of them 


chought he ſpoke of) but love and goodneſs.anſwereth 
a ccotding to truth and inſtruction; and what he ſpoke 


to them he ſpeaketh to us. Let him that readeth un- 
derſtand. When you ſce theſe things, that I tell you 
of, come to paſs, then know aſſuredly that the end 
Which I mean is nigh, unn W 


: yas mean is not yet. 


It has been already hinted, Gat de . apt Tovd 


1 det cd} of the chriſtian. church (ſo called) 


that is, the end of its preſent form according to its 
doctrinals; or the end of the reigning. power of that 
man of fin, the ſon of perdition, the end and deſtruction 
of the dominion of antichriſt, who ſitteth in che 
of God; is worſhipped as God, and exalteth himſelf 
above all that is called God; and that this end is very 
near, will plainly appear by attending to our Lord's 
words, for the myſtery of iniquity me 
4 its work T 1 TOES 
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and his prediction has long ſince been fulfilled in the 


This we ſee is now fulfilling, for there is now greater 8 


former diſpenſations; but this is the laſt time. 


another. This muſt be clearly ſeen by all whoſe eyes 


1 


r 
and end, as well as the third, which is already paſt, 


chriſtian church; and that alſo is now fulfilling which _ 
our Lord added, ſtrengthening the ſame, ſaying, ** For 
then (that is, near the finiſhing of this myſtery). there 
"ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the 
beginning of the world to this time, nor ever ſhall be.“ 


.6ppreflion, injury, abuſe, and violence, offered and 
done to the truth, than was or could be in any of. the 


No truth can be diſcovered throughout all the va- 
rious ſyſtems of divinity, but what is thus , 
falſified, and mixed with error. : 

Many are already come in Chriſt's name, and, have | 

deceived very many; crying, Lo, here Nation is 
now riſen againſt nation, and kingdom againſt king- 
dom; and there are famines, peſtilences, and earth- 
quakes: that is, one principality, power, and dominion 
of darkneſs, is riſen up, oppoſed to, and warring againſt 


are in any meaſure open, and who have 1 this 
great confuſion and ſpiritual calamity. | Y 
It doth not appear abſolutely neceſlary to e a 
particular explanation of all our Lord's words on this 
important matter; but rather to ſpeak of the general 
import of the whole, remarking thoſe. that illuſtrate 
and confirm it: This having been already touched 
upon, may be ſufficient, ſince the ſpiritual diſcerner 
will clearly ſee that all our Lord's words here are to 
be ſpiritually underſtood ; not reſpecting any outward 

a | * | 


P 


and ſin, in the — of. — 10 fil 


falſhood and error, that ſuch injury, 


deſtruction, by the power of the kingdom of light and, 
truth, which is the coming of Chriſt; and this muſt 
be done, nnen. 
the ſouls of men. N 


#14 Tr) "4+ 4+ 


„ Behold, . bebe, Wherefore, i 


they ſhall ſay unto. you, Behold, he is. in the deſert ; 
go not forth: Behold, he is in che ſecret-chamber, 


believe, it not. For a8 the lightning gometh out of 


the Eaſt, and ſhineth even unto the Weſt; ſo ſhall 
the coming of the Son of man be. Now. that. our 
Lord's coming is near, and that it meaneth here the 
power of the kingdom of light, which is Chriſt the 


truth, ſhall overcome, ſuppreſs, and reign, over the 


kingdom of darkneſo and error, with. the ſame. unob- 
ſtructed freedom and irreſiſtibleneſs as the Lightning 
ſhineth over the dark earth. from Eaſt to Weſt, .may 
plainly be ſeen and confirmed by what followeth. For, 
after that, the powers of darkneſs haue ſo preyailed in 
oppreſſion, and 
tribulation is braught upon the truth; that © the. ſun 
ſhall be darkened, the moon ſhall not give her light, 


and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, and ne N A. 


the heavens ſhall be ſhaken.” * 
We find nearly the ſame ths eee by the 
propghets in ſeveral places: As in IA * Behold, the 


terrible day of the Lord cometh, ab the ſtars of 
heaven and the planets ſhall not give their light, the 
fun ſhall be darkened at his riſing, and the moon ſhall” 


nat cauſe her out to ſhine,” In Ezekiel ; 3, 1 © When | 
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dee „eee e 
the ſtars thereof dark; T will- cover the fin With 
cloud, and the moon thalt not give her light, and - 
will ſet darkneſs upon this fand. aur dees e F. 
day of the Lord cometh; a day of darkneſs the ſart - 
and the moon ſhalt be dark, and the Rars ſhall with 
draw their ſhining. The ſun ſhall» be turned inte 
darkneſs, and the moon into blood; before the great 
day of the Lord hal} come.” The day of the Lord 
is near in the valley of deciſion; the ſun and the 
moon ſhall be darkened. All which” Wet amy 
rectly pointed to the third revolution, or the deſtruction 
of the Jewiſh church; but alſo extended and pointed 


o the four eee or end ef th" accent 
church. 


St. John alſo ſaw and ſpoke of theſe laſt terrible 


days of ſpiritual darkneſs,” when he ſaith, „ The bi 


part of the ſun was ſmitten, and the ehird part of che 
moon, and the third part of the ſtars, and the day 
ſhone not for a third part of it. And again; the ſum 
became black as PIE ey e ene 
came as blood.“ hh 

Theſe are very expreſſive of was grolh arid borrible 
darkneſs that ſhall cover the profeſſing world, before 
the myſtery of iniquity is totally finiſhed; and the pow 


ers of the prince of darkneſs overcome; but when 1 1 ; 
things are fulfilled and come to paſs, then we may e 


aſſured the end is very near. 

The time of the Son of man's ſecond coming in . 
power of the truth, and light of the Word, which is 
himſelf, is at hand; for immediately after this fulfüment 
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t u 1 
. Thiel ths beigen 
the light and truth to the manifeſtation and oro 
ing of durkneſs and evil, or falſity .. Dhen-thallfall 
the tribes of the earth mourn ;” that ĩs, all the carth 
proud, vain, ſelfiſh powers, and dark eſſences in tha 
foul,” who have long oppoſed'the light and truth all 
laneuifhy droop, and die. For they ſhall. ſee the 
Son of man coming in the clouds af heaven (chat i 
in the ſplendor N e . W See 
n T0 AER 
ur nb of be Bec of eb 
is the power of the light and truth) muſt mocsſſariiyj, 
make that grand ſeparation: between truth and falſhoad,, 
that darkneſsſhall no mote be put for light, and light, 
for darkneſs, &c. Antichriſt ſhall be dethroneds ſhall no | 
longer fit in the temple of God; but be caſt puts. and 
ven- deſiring ſoul, ſhall no more be deceived : they ſhall, 
be gathered from the four winds, from one end (of - 
heaven to the other; that is, light, harmony, and joy, 
or the properties of all good being brought out of, 
and having overcome the four firſt forms, fountains, or 
properties of nature, in which all falſity and evil & 
iſteth when predominant. Theſe hall wall, e 
light, and ſhine as the ſtars for ever. by. fan 

When theſe things are duly cited anda; | 
according to their internal ſpiritual ſubſtanee and 
meaning, it will evidently appear, that by the ſun here+ . 
is meant love in illumination; by the moon is meant 
faith, that is, divine deſire; by the ſtats is meamt the 
truth, which conſiſteth in the poſſeſſion of it; ſo the 
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44-1 8 
powers of heaven er ae when theſe ceaſe or 
fall; for theſe are the properties of the divine kingdom, 
or heaven itſelf. Now it plainly followeth, that when 
theſe things come to paſs and are fully accompliſhed, 
then will be the end of the chriſtian church; for it 
muſt be clearly underſtood, that there will be no chri- 
ſtian love, no true faith, which is divine deſire; not 
knowledge and poſſeſſion of goodneſs and truth. = 
Now that theſe predictions are very nearly aceom- 


pliſhed, is very evident; it being clearly ſeen, that ſuch 


thick clouds of darkneſs, error, and falſity, is ſpread 
over the Whole chriſtian church, that there is ſcarce 
any appearance of ſun, moon, or ſtars. And as theſe 
clouds have now covered the chriſtian church in general, 
| they ſeem to be thickeſt over that which is called 
Reſormed; and moſt: thick over that part which is 
laſt ee "wh: * un the moſt 1 
er 28 21 
we not now 61 before hin 3 a par- 
ticular explanation of all our Lord's words in Mat. 


xxiv. and ſimilar places; the whole of which is the 
coming on and fulneſs of that diſtreſs and tribulation 
of darkneſs, error, and falſity in the church, violence, 


and oppreſſion done to the truth of doctrine, nor of 


that which is the deliverance from it, which our Lord 


more fully mentions in chap. xxv. which men call the 


+4 


: 


| laſt judgment; but will haſten to point out ſome of thei, 


errors and falſities, being as principal fountains from 
whence innumerable ſtreams flow; for the fountain being 


foul, the ſtreams muſt neceſſarily be polluted. But before 


we proceed, may juſt mention, as a farther proof and 


confirmation of the truth of theſe things, that 38 
: | many 


* 


= 


- A. A. & 5 5 AE LA. 


6 
| i, ** 


„ AS. at. WAITS at *- « 


* 


* * 


1.15 2 8 


pliſhed; ſo it may be clearly ſeen and undeniably 


true, that that of nation riſing againſt nation 3 king- ; 
dom againſt kingdom; wars, and rumors of )wars.z 
has long fince taken place, and raged in the church; 4 
ignorance and error contending with, and oppoſing rl 
the ſame z one power of darkneſs and falfity warring 
with, and oppoſing another; ſo that deſtructive famine 
and devouring peſtilence, as the neceſlary conſequence, 
has already taken place in its ſpirituality 3-2 total fa- 


mine of doctrines of truth, and the people periſhing, 
and in a dying ſtate for lack of wiſdom; @' 44 - 7 


In conſequence of, and in connection with this, ae. 


the earthquakes terribly felt; that is, \ inward: fear, 
trembling, and horrible anguiſh. ;.mens hearts failing 


many af the fs ee were to 3 IE 
great event and important end, are already fully accom- 


them for fear of thoſe things which are ſpeedily coming . 


on the earthly powers of darkneſs, which are ſhaken 
in their ſouls, and in dreadful apprehenſion of con- 
. tinuing eternally in this ſtate of calamity and diſtreſ, 


internal famine and peſtilence; and this muſt neceſ- 


ſarily be their caſe, while they depend on their reputed - 
mother the church, who has nothing to give for her 
offspring to feed upon, but the ſtarving huſks of dark- 


neſs, error, confuſion, and contrariety; no conſolation 


can be adminiſtered from without, for there is no one 
doctrine but what is ſo mixed with error, and falſified, 


chat it oppoſeth, claſheth with, and pon: thy con- ; 
n tradicteth declarations in revealed truths. 1171 


If a convenient ſeaſon ſhould offer, we ww. 
wy and 8 conſider the remaining part of 
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<ood acocnding to cu invention : | 

\ The one grand and principal error, the uber 
Fountain of all the reſt, is the very abſurd, groſs, mean, 
and falſe conceptions of the gloriouſly tremendous, 
and awful Deity, taught and enforced for divine truths, 
While theſe falfities are thus taught and received; it 
is impoſſible there ſhould be any truth of doctrine in 
the church, but what is falſified and covered with dark- © 
neſs. , Theſe groſs and fundamental errors, falſe ideas 


of, and doctrines concerning the Deity, and what God 


is, are ſuch, and have brought ſuch aſſliction, _— 
ſion, and ſpiritual tribulation on the truth, that Was 
never known among any heathens, ar-pedlelines, ty: + 3 
any age of the world, ſince the beginning of the cre--.. 
ation, which God created, unto this time, 184 
ſhall be. ; 

Inſtead of acknowledging the one indiviſible, immu- 
table God, the ſource and filler of all things, conſulting. 
incomprehenſibly in glory, majeſty, virtue, and power; 
this glorious Being of all beings is ſet forth and repre- _ 
fented as conſiſting in perſonality, and at ſome very. 
great diſtance, ſeparate from his creatures; and they 
aſcribe unto the Deity ſuch paſſions, tempers, and af= 
fetions, as are found in the unregenerate fallen nature 1 


of ſinful man, which is mere confuſion and contra - 


riety ; telling us, that he is ſometimes angry ad 
wrathful; at other times pleaſed and loving; ſome- 
times hating, and at other times approving, &c. And 3 
that this changeableneſs in the Creator is in conſe-, | 
quence of, and affected by, the ations of the creatuys: 
And 
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5 
Aiid in order to confind this falſe abfurdity, i it is made 
to give birth to one ſtill greater; which is, that in 
this one divine eſſence, in eternal unity, there is a plu- 
rality of gods, conſiſting in three diſtinct ſeparate 
perſons; repreſenting the two ſirſt oppoſite to each 
other, the one of vindictive wrath; and inflexible” infi- 
nite juſtice ; ; the other, of infinite mercy and goodnels; 
And in many of their words and expreſſions, called 
prayer, they will addreſs, in ſeparate petitions, each f 


| theſe three perſons ſeparately ; whereby it is evident 
that they do not confeſs and wotſhip a Triune God, 


but 4 Trinity of gods. But the loving Father, our 
Lord and Saviour, has taught us to pray to one God 
only, for his alone is the kingdom, the power, and the | 


glory for ever; 


I know it will be faid that the church does not 
worlhip thee gods, although it acknowledgeth three 


ſeparate perſons iti the Deity, each perſon to be God ; 


but this is mere confuſion and eontradiction, as if 
aſhamed of the abſurdity, outwardly denying what is 
inwardly reteived, believed, and confeſſed ; for I will 


Appeal to any, or every one, who are menibers or ſons 


of the church, and aſk, that if they turn inward, ard 
examirie partially, and ſpeak honeſtly, if hoy ds 
not believe in and confeſs three Gods? 

It will readily be allowed by all; that although di. 
nity is ſuperior to reaſon, It is not contrary to it ; but 
the notion #nd” idea of the world's being created and 
*preſerved, a loſt world reſtored,” and man fedeemed, re- 
"treated, and glorified, by three gods, is as cofitrary to | 
the light of reaſon, as to the light of truth itſelf, and 


may be called the very perfection of error and darkneſs, 
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and muſt be the fourch of innumerable eas. ; bor alt 
doctrines raiſed hereon muſt be confuſion, oppoſition, 
contrariety, uncertainty, and even falſity ; no clear 
truth can be taught, eſpecially ſince, as has been | 


already ſhewn, the church repreſents theſe three diſtin 


PUR perſons as of different minds, 
Now it is evidently clear and manifeſt, that all the 


divinity in the preſent chriſtian church is founded up- 


on the idea and conception of three gods, and this 
nearly throughout the chriſtian world. And this is 
confirmed by almoſt every ſermon and treatiſe of di- 
vinity, as well as by that creed. which is made the pil- 
lar, where we read, * The Father is God and Lord, 
the Son God and Lord, and the Holy Ghoſt Gd 
and Lord.” And the ehurch farther declareth, * That we 
are compelled by the chriſtian verity, that is, by the 
facred truths' of chriſtianity, to acknowledge every per- 


ſon by himſelf to be God and Lord.” Now can any 


thing be more expreſs than this, that there are three 


gods? and yet it inconſiſtently followeth, © That we 


are forbid by the Catholic religion to fy, there are 


three Gods, or.three Lords. 


Now what is this but teaching that we are under a an 
indiſpenſable obligation of inwardly acknowledging, _ 
believing in, and worſhipping three gods, but muſt | 
not outwardly declare and confeſs it? 

I confeſs it is taught, that theſe three perſons are one 
in eſſence ; but it muſt be acknowledged by every wiſe 
man, that the doctrine of three diſtinct ſeparate perſons 
in the Godhead, each perſon acknowledged to be ſepa- 
rately God and Lord in himſelf, muſt neceſſarily be- 


get in the minds of men a perfect idea of three dif- 
feren v- 
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8. 35 
ferent gods, And farther, the church ſo impoſeth this 
Fi on her ſons, that they ſhall thus think on 2 
Trinity of gods, under pain of eternal damnation,” _ 
It is well known the wiſe heathens, in every ag . 
acknowledged but one God, one Creator, and ſupreme 
Governor of all things; but the preſent church glo- 
rieth in having found out that there are three g gods; ; 
Bot as this is contrary to the language of nature 
(which is manifeſtation of the God ot nature) ſo it is_ - 
quite contrary and repugnant to the language of the 
holy ſcripture (which i is a declaration of the truth); for 
we do not find i in Moſes and the prophets any the 
leaſt ground for ſuch dodtrine of darkneſs, but the very 
contrary 3. for we read, «] am the Lord thy God, 
thou ſhalt have no other gods but me. 0 Iſrael, the 
Lord thy God is one Lord] Am not I the Lord, and 


there is no God elſe beſide me, a juſt God and a Savi- 
gur, there is none beſide me. Thus ſaith the Lord, 


the King of lirael, and thy Redeemer the Lord of 
hoſts, 1 am the Firſt, and I am the Laſt, and beſide 
me there is no God. Tam the Lord thy God, thou 


ſhalt know. no God but me; for there is no Vader 


belide me, In that day the Lord ſhall be King over 
the whole earth : In that day there ſhall be one Lord, 
and his name one” (in that day, at that period when the 
Lord ſhall overturn this antichri iſtian power of dark- 
neſs): beſides many other places of the like import in 
the antient writings, and abungantly confirmed in many, 
eternal Source and Being of all beings, i is the Sayiour, 
and Redeemer of Man, Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, the 
Firſt and the Laſt, the Beginning and the End; -there- 
„ fore 
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| fore. no Trinity of gods ; yet a myſterious triune exe 
iſtence of the one undiyided Deity. For in Chriſt 


the Lord, our Redeemer, is all, and infinitely more 
than can be conceived. He is the Father, He is the ö 
Son, He is the Holy Ghoſt, 
It doth not appear that a Trinity. of gods was 
thought of, until ſome time after the eſtabliſhment of 
the chriſtian church, when the Jaye of many began ta 
wax cold. The ſun beginning to become dark, the 
moon and ftars to withdraw their light, and the powers of 


Heaven began to ſhake, darkneſs thus covering the church, 


being turned from the true light to its mere 9 
guide, it greatly erred in not underſtanding the inter- 
nal ſpiritual meaning of the latter part af the 9 


writings, _ 

It ſeemeth that at about the time of the firſt chriſtian 
emperor, when the church became ſubject to human 
power and human wiſdom, theſe errors appeared and 


gained much. Antichriſt was then exalted, and af- 


cended his throne in the temple of God, increaſed his t 


| power, and extended his dominion, 


Now, ſeeing this is the foundation of the preſent 


church, on which all its doctrines of divinity depend, 


nothing but confuſion, contradiction, and falfity, can 
be raiſed thereon ; we will proceed to mention a few 
of the erroneous doctrines ſpringing out of, or flowing 
from this fountain. But may firſt anſwer an objection, 


that will probably be made ; that is, that there muſt 


be a Trinity ; for St. John faith, There are three 


that bear record in won, ; the F aher, the Word, and 
the Ho Spirit,” 
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dete. It has been repeatedly ackiowledgnd, hat 

one God; nor is it faid herd. that there | is 2 Trinkty of 
| gods, or that there are three perſons, diſtin and 
| ſeparate in the Godhead ; neither is it implied, or to 
be underſtood, for. the very expreſſion of three perſons 
each being God and Lord, although ſaid to be of one 
eſſence, does not deſtroy the idea of three gods, but 
confirms it; and no man can receiye this IR 
without ſuch an idea. 33 ͤͥͤ 
forth three gods,. that it only ſheweth the manner 7 
exiſtence and manifeſtation of the one God. 

The Father here ſignifieth, and i is, the dark, hidden, | 
unmanifeſted deep of the Deity, or Source of all eſſen- 
ces unknoyn, upſearchable, incomprehenſible to all 
creatures, 

The Word ſignifieth, and is, the whole marifeſte] | 
Deity or diyine nature, that is, the light, life, majeſty, þ 
glory, power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, The F ather 
made known, or the dark fire of the eternal hidden 
ſource or eſſence of the Neity breaking forth and mani- 
feſting itſelf, which is God alone, the beginning and 
fountain of all beings, by whom the Wares were cre- 
ated, and man redeemed. 

Now, to conceive of the Deity as  condfting i in per- 
fonality, is forming a god or gods to ourſelves, in 
5 imagination, in the likeneſs of ſamething, which f 

is idolatry. | 
© The Holy Spirit ſignifieth the ariſing, orie forth, : 
and out-goings of the divine Majeſty; for the 2 
feſtation i is by operation; therefore the divine Majeſty 


and 


. 
2D 


ta! 
and being is, and can be, but one; | although denoted - 
by three expreſſions, For this flowing forth, and. 
out-going of the Deity in operation, is the majeſty, x 
ſplendor, power, wiſdom, love, and goodneſs, which 
as unceaſingly floweth as the exiſtence is _manutable | 
| and eternal. 
There aue three that bear record on earth, the 
Water, the Blood, and the Spirit, and theſe agree in 
one.“ Now this is a record, evidence, or manifeſta· 
tion, that the divine Being, or Deity, is one ; and 
that the workings and operations to ' manifeſtation. are 
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; eternally, unchangeably, one and the ſame, both in this 
(| outward temporary world, and in the i interior, ſpiritual, 
1 eternal world. This outward world. 3 Is A FR y 


fation of the inward, 
Water here in this world is that from lich all | 
things originate ; and the eſſential ſubſtantiality of all 
bodies, whether inanimate, vegetative, or animate; and 
this muſt be evident to every one who has any ſkill and 
knowledge in nature; not barely from the certainty 
that the whole earth, at its creation, was brought forth 
out of the waters; ; put from the obſeryation of thi 
nature and manner of all vegetation and generation; 3 
all originating in, and raiſed from the water; that be- 
ing their original eſſence and ſubſtantiality. | 
The blood is not different or ſeparate from the water; ; 
it is not another and different thing, but the very fa 
the water itſelf, only in it is generated and brought 
forth the heat from the dark hidden fire; thence the 
myſterious tincture in the formation of life: fo the 
blood, which fill i is Water, is the ſource and centre of 
all life, and is the life itſelf fo our * * : 
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'vy blood, i being ſaved by the life of our Re- 3 


deemer. 

The Spit t is one with all wine, both in heaven 
and earth, and cannot be conceived of atherwiſe, as is 
clear from the apoſtle's expreſſion; it is 48 inſeparably 
one with all things, as being is with exiſtence: For 
there can be no operation, action, or motion, without 
air (or ſpirit) which is the ſame; neither can there 


be air or ſpirit without motion: without motion all 
would be as nothing; no fire, no life, neither ean fire 


and life exiſt without ſpirit or air ;—ſo. all is one. All 
ſubſtantially ſtands in the Water. All life ſtands in 
the fire, the heat and tincture of the blood. n 
tion in the Spirit. 5 

The Water, fire, and air, or Pit, are inggatably 
one, and are the ſum and ſubſtance of this world; and 
an expreſs image of the Creator; as this is an out-birth, 


or image of the inward ſpiritual world. The thAite 5 


in the blood is the fire in which all life ſtandeth and 
exiſteth, and the meekneſs of the light is one wich 
the water: ſo it may truly be ſaid again, that fire; light, 
and air, is We of the triune, indiviſible, Ons 
God. ä 

Hence it is truly bald, the Aiviar came by witer 
and hlood, not by water only; not only to create new- 


beings, but to generate new life; Which is our tedemp- 


tion. And again, we muſt be baptized, not with 
Water only; but with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fre 


for all heavenly beings and divine life are raiſed from, 
and ſtand in, the heavenly waters and divine fire, 


Which is the one . ſource of all. 9 the 


- Tubſtance 


2 
n — 
* 1 


„ WERE: 
fubſtance and myſtery « of baptiſm ; the mere outen 
form can avail nothing of itſelf, 

But it is ſtill objected, ſaying, .** Our Lord ſent his 
apoſtles to baptize in the name of the F ather, Song 
.and Holy Ghoſt. Pf anſwer, Here is nothing” con- 
tained, nor can be underſtood in this, but what has 
been already explained; for this baptiſm is afterwards 
mentioned in the ſingle name of Jeſus only: for im 
him, or rather he was, and is the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. The true baptiſm is partaking of, and ä 
being in union with, the divine nature; therefore he 
teacheth, by theſe words, that all men muſt partake 
of this baptiſm, that i is to be baptized into the name, 
into, and partake of, the whole nature of the one 85 
regaining the divine image which was loſt or defaced; 
for nothing ſhort of this, is or can be our redemption ; 
this it is to be baptized i in the name of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, to require a perfect and inſeparable 
union with the whole divine nature, which union be- 
tween the human and divine Was Ip 0 ec 
in ide Chriſt o. 1 


1 


Thus 


e F} 3 

At ay be noted here, that when our Lord ag to his · . « Ge 
baptize all nations,” &c. it was after his glorification 5 he had paſſed 
through death, triumphed over it, and his humah nature was in perfeR 
union with the divine, which was his glorification; therefore, he ſaich, | 
c All power is given to me in heaven and in earth; and lo, I am with yen 
alway, even unto. the end of the world.“ Here he ſpeaketh, of him my 
alone, whereby it is evident in him is the whole Deny; the one 
Jehovah ; and, that ſaying, ““ All nations ruſt be baptized in the name 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is the ſame as being baptized in hit 
name; or in other words, that the human nature muſt pattake of, or rather 
be in union with the divine ; for this, and nothing elſe, is or can be 

an's redemption, The Lord himfelf is the baptizer:df all nations to me 
end of the world; the outward, water being only a-ſhadow of the ang 
water, or divine original of real ſubſtance or ſpiritual life ; for nothing is 
5 but what is ſpiritual and eternal. | 
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Thus have we'arifiveted the obje cio, Ah bel 

2 brief manner the meaning of* che infpired and truly 
enlightened writer in tlie ſeriptures ; "2nd" a5 What 


is meant by the Trinity ©: but perhaps this" WII _ 
too deep for thy comprehenfion at firſt readings els 

my dear friend, let the intreat the in Tove not dd de 
ſpiſe it; for it containeth the great myſtety bf God, 
which is Well worth thy HAbdur to endeavour after, and 
pray for: but be not ſatisfied with a ſpeodlative'know= 
ledge, for that is not the Wifſdom which is from aböve - 


| All divine wildem Ras its birth within';-not'a- notion 


in thy head; but a principle of thy life arifing from 
that fountain of light and life which muſt be opened in 
thy ſoul in conſequence of thy being baptized is 
above j and thy faith,” not barely a abtiong but 4 divine: 
deſire indled within from a ſpark of heavenly fire; 
therefore tiere can be no divine knowledge without a 
new divine life raiſed from er unk ooh _ bin! 
and divine trature,. Tx 
We have already hinted, w__ idelcthuork echt 
quence of this doctrine of three gods, or three diſtict 
perſons in the Godhead, fpeaketh very ſtrangely, dark- 
ly, confuſedly, and contradicorily - Thus the Father 
is repreſented as an angry, wrathful being, 'incenſtd- - 
and enraged againſt his offspring, his beloved creatures, 
for their diſobediencè to his laws, which he has given 


them from his Ag and eng 


4 25 17 +4 
Bing it is ** that gute baptiſe, E Fries life, are dne wi by 

other, and cannot be ſeparated ; ſo dur Lord faith, * Ne 2e 
and is baptized "ſhall be fred, that is, is faved ; ine 
abiding in him 3 but he that believeth not nn be gates at on ies 
damned, he is now Rill in that damnable loſt ate in whi fall anyol-- 
ved him 3 he ig fill in a ſtate of death, having no new divine "_ . 
it is impoſſible for him to have without faith and — 
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infinite in juſtice, and vindictive, as e | 
or being.capable of ſhewing mercy. | 

The Son, or ſecond. perſon in this Tyinitys:i is et 
forth as full of mercy, compaſſion, and love; as if they 
were of different minds and contrary to each. other: 
but each of theſe adteth by the ſame int. called. te 
ird perſn. 

In regard to man 8 alvation, this jumbling kl. 
and contradiction inereaſeth; for we are taught that 
the Son is ſo oppoſite to the Father, that he; in infinite 
mercy: and love to fallen man, voluntarily offered him-- | 
ſelf unto his enraged Father to become a ſacrifice to his 
wrath, hot diſpleaſure, and vindictive juſtice, and beat 
all that weight of infinite and eternal miſery which 
the Father intended, or ſeemed determined to inflict on 
man. Here the Father is repreſented as receding from 
his purpoſe and determination; and agreeth that man 
ſhould be ſaved; is prevailed upon to accept the Son's. 
offer; but as he cannot ſhew mercy without having 
full ſatisfaction (which is no mercy at all), the Son 
muſt become man, take the human nature upon him, 
that he may be capable of ſuffering, in order that the 
Father might (as it were, have revenge) puniſh man 
with a puniſhment of an infinite nature, and then have 
merey upon him. | | 

It is alſo Nec MY A as à ſacred, 8 
that if the Son of God had not ſuffered, to appeaſe the 
Father's anger, fiery indignation, hot wrath, and dif- 
pleaſure, burning againſt man for his diſobedience, . 
none of the human race could poſſibly be ſaved ; but 
that all muſt, in conſequence of their thus diſpl | 

the Father (and not the Son) be conſigned and caſt 


R 
into eternal and inconceivable miſery; j and that it 
is ſolely and entirely for the ſake of the Son's ſuffer- E 
ings, that the Father permits any to be ſaved. This, 
abſurd and falſe as it is, is the doctrine of the preſent” 
church; and as it is founded on the belief of a Trinity 
of gods, 3 ace as ee to ſupport moſt of its a- 
. 5 8 

But again: This ſuffering of the Son, alles an 
atonement and ſatisfaQion, that he atoned or appeaſed 
the Father's wrath ; ſo that having puniſhed his dearly 
beloved Son inſtead of his creature "bids. he wc 
reconciled to man. 

This is big with contradiction and abfurdity, ang 
ſtill confirmeth what has been before implied : that 
is, that it is impoſſible for God to ſhew mercy or for- 
give; for the very conception of his being inflexible 
and infinite in juſtice, excludeth every idea of mercy 3 
therefore, according to this, it muſt be contraty to the 
nature and property of God to ſhew mercy, to have 
the leaſt pity, compaſſion, or love; for if he had, he 
could not be pleaſed and ſatisfied with the ſuffering of 
his own Son; for, inſtead of forming any conceptions 
of mercy and love, it begets the ſtrongeſt ideas of hard- 
heartedneſs and cruelty, that a Father ſhould be pleaſed 
with the blood of his own Son, and put hira to death 
in the moſt tormenting and painful manner: yet it is 
well known, that doctrines of this nature are almoſt 
daily delivered among us by thoſe who * u N i 
gaſpel - miniſters. , 

But thou, my dear friend, 500 art a hee r the 
light, conſider well, whether this is truth, or whether 
it is falſity, and the greateſt violence done to the 

| D 2 truth; 
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truth 3, cauſing fearful anguiſh, perplexity, and deſpair, 
in the hearts of men, and part of that deſolating abomis. 
nation that was to come upon the truth, and imme 
diately precede the downfal and deſtrustion of the 
kingdom of darkneſs, {et up inſtead of, ax called, the, 
church. 

We know bod declare by . . a well 
as by external manifeſtation, that the nature and pro- 
perty of the ane Lord God, Who is the Creator, 
Lover, and Redeemer of the world, Chrifh Jeſus, is. 
ever to have mercy ; and his goodneſs is immutably. 
and eternally and freely flowing forth, as the beams 


and benign influence of the temporary ſun. 


Now, what man, that hath any true light, is chere, 
that doth. not clearly ſee, that all the divinity which. 
is raiſed and founded upon this erroneous: doctrine of 


| three gods, three diſtinct different perſons. in the God- 


head; or that the glorious Deity conſiſteth in perſon= 
ality at all, can be nothing but contradiction, confuſion, 
and falſity itſelf? This, as a polluted fountain, ſends 
forth its moſt malignant ſtreams, branching out and 
ſpreading into multiplicity, increaſing until it has al- 


ready deluged the whole world, that is, the church. 


When men ſpeak of the love of God, it generally 
gives the lye to what went before, or is contradicted by 
what: immediately followeth ; unleſs reconciled by the 
different minds of the different gods they preach. 5 

Thoſe ſacred names, by which the glorious Lord 


is ſignified, are ſo frequently, freely, needleſly, and 


with ſuch indifference u that it ſeems. to border on 
irreverence. The atonement, . ſuffering, ſatisfaction, 


ee God, are "Rep ſo often repeated, that 


they 


4 


K 5 

they occupy a conſiderable ſpace in many-diſcourles 2 
incarnation? it is anſwered, by .cficacy-ar virtue of 
this ſacrifice, atonement, or ſatisfaction ;: but I think 
we may yenture-ta-afkirm,.that in thaſeagea it never en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive, that the dif. 
pleaſure. of that Being of love and goodneſs, who pro- 
claimed his name, The Lord, gracious and merci ful, 
was to be appeaſed and ſatisfied with the death and ex- 


dul ſuffering of his Sen; or that one God muſt die 


and ſuffer to appeaſe the anger of another, before man 
could be ſaved or delivered from miſery. . 1 
It may be aſked here, why then did-Chrif de . 1 
anſwer, it could not be to fatisfy: divine juſtice, as is 
falſly taught, for no creature knoweth any thing of the 
juſtice of God; neither was it to appeaſe any anger, 
wrath, or diſpleaſure; raiſed; in God againſt man; v fur 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the world (the human 
nature) to himſelf ;” that is, bripging the human na» 
ture back through every ſtage, by which it had fallen, 
to reinſtate it in its original glory; for as the human 
nature had fallen out of life into death, there was a ne- 
ceſſity of its paſſing through death in its return to life ; 
therefore the whole that our Lord did, and went through, 
is but one work; that is, to raiſe and reſtore the pure 
human nature: ſo that our redemption no more de- 
pendeth on his death, than on his birth; and no mors 
on his birth and death, than on his reſurrection and 
aſcenſion; for he is the firſt fruits from the dead, the 
ſecond Adam, Father of the pure human nature. 
But again: We very often hear the three gods 5 
ſepreſented and ſet forth as entered into a ſecret con- 
ese ſultation 
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| ultation among themſelves, concerning the redemptin 


of man; making certain propoſals to each other, and 
coming to a certain agreement, they ſolemnly engage 
themſelves in a binding cloſe contract, for each perſon 
to perform his part of the agreement, which is called 
the covenant of the three; the ſum and ſubſtance of 
which is as followeth : that part of the human race 
ſhall certainly be ſaved, and the reſt ſhall as certainly 
and inevitably periſn, according to the following par- 
ticulars: The Father, or firſt perſon, giveth; unto the 
Son, or ſecond God, part of the human race, on con- 
dition that he will undertake the hardſhip of bringing 
them to heaven; which was, to ſuffer in their ſtead 


all that miſery and puniſhment the vengeance of infi- 
nite wrath and divine juſtice could inflict; all which 


the ſecond perſon engageth to perform: but the other 
part of the human race are reſerved for deſtruction, to 
burn in the fire of the Father's: anger and wrath in 
eternal damnation.” Now. this covenant being entered 
into, ratified, and confirmed, it is called the decree ;" 
and the engagement and buſineſs of the third perſon ' 
is, to make this decree known, But farther : 2 
This eternal decree is often ſpoke of thus; The co- 
venant between the three perſons, or trinity of gods, 
ſubſiſted before the creation of angels or men, the ſub- 
ſtance of which was this eternal decree; that is to 
ſay, that angels and men ſhould be created innu- 
merably, and that it was agreed upon, ordered, and 
unchangeably fixed, that part of theſe two ſpecies of 


creatures ſhould be fixed in unſpeakable happineſs to 


all eternity; and the other part ſhould be as unalter- 
ably conſigned over to, and fixed in, inconceivable 
| | torment, 


Lo Xx 
torment, under divine wrath-and: diſpleaſure ;- and this, 
notwithſtaading they ſay it was ſo ordered in the-cove- 
nant between. the three, is according to the ſovereignty 
of the will of the Father. The firſt of theſe claſſes in 
each ſpecies they call the elect, the other the reprobate. 

We are farther taught, that in this covenant not 
and men was fore- ordained, decreed, and unalterably 
fixed; but that every the leaſt and minute motion or 
action in this outward, material, elementary world, 
was likewiſe ſo decreed and fixed, that it muſt be, and 
de as it is, and no otherwiſe; and this is called God's 
predeſtination. That theſe are ſome of the fundamen- 
tal doctrines that compoſe the preſent church, none 
can deny; fo that at beſt all its divinity is but dark- 
neſs, uncertainty, claſhing, oppoſing, contradicting, 
groping, ſtumbling, falling; firife, contention, clam-" 
our, perplexity, knd_confuſion, being founded on fal- 
ſity; ſo that here is no ſtay; no centre, no point fixed, 
nothing ſtable, nothing certain, no ſolid foundation. 

Theſe builders of Babel, or eſtabliſhers of the preſent 


church, being thus ignorant of what God is, are to- 


7 


tally ignorant of what. man is: for it is taught in 


+ Man is called the microcoſm, or little world, but more properly a per- 
ſect epitome of each world; and may truly be ſaid to confift of a threefold 
principle : for being made jn the image of the Creator, hecontaineth in him- 
ſelf all myſteries, both temporal and eternal, the eſſential properties of each 
world- : In him is a central root or fountain of the kingdom, or princi- 
ple of light, and of that of darkneſs in their eternal qualities, and ikewiſe* 
the nature of all the properties, powers, and qualities, of the ſpirit of this 
outward world, which is a mixture of light and darkneſs, good and 
evil. When man, by his will, which is free in every intelligent being, put- 
teth his whole defire into the ſpirit of this world, he becometh à child 
thereof; the fountain or central proofs of the kingdom of light in his 
foul is ſhut up, and he remaineth in the kingdom of darknefs, in the an- 
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their divinity, that man comes into this world #8 en- 
tirely deſtitute and devoid of every thing that is heaven- 
ly and divine as the beaſts in the- field; having no 
ſenſibility thereof; will, nor deſire dad them; Doe 
in reſpect to theſe, is as dead as x tick or witezey; clas 
fequently-can have no diſcernment between good and 
evil: But all this is as oppoſite to truth, as light is to 
darkneſs; being falſity and darkneſs itſelt. 
Man, we are told, muſt remain in this itnpotent ſtata 
of inſenſibility until ſome uncertain period, when the 


grace of God comes, or when God puts his Spirit into 


him, or ſomething that he had nothing of before. But 
we know that man is not only of this earth, eartlily 3 
but, in the originality of his ſoul, is of heavenly birth; 
and being the epitome or ſum of all God's works, has 
in himſelf the properties eſſentially of each world 3 
therefore muſt have a divine principle. 4 
Every man has in himſelf a ſeed of thei ages 
heaven, light, life, and joy; and likewiſe a ſeed of the 


kingdom of hell, of darkneſs, death, and miſery. 


guith of its properties, under the tormeting di divided powers of the ſpirit of 
this world; but when the man putteth or introduceth his deſire into the 
principle of li 2 and good, the fountain is opened, and it ſpringeth forth z 
it ſhineth in the darkneſs, the darkneſs is overcome, and comprehendeth 
it not 3; the fire of the ſoul being kindled into life, in this div ne principle 
dl, it becometh a child thereof; 3 and in its power overcometh the 
ſpirit of "this world : for all power is in the light, ſtandeth as a branch in 
the tree of life, and. when this dark corruptible body is diſſolved, will _ 
in the light and ſplendor of the glorified. body of Chriſt, * 
When we. ſpeak of the body of Chriſt, we do not conceive of it as 
fically incorporated, for the glorified human. nature being perfectly one wi 
the divine, is equally infinite in all perfections; z the origin of all ellenca. 
and ſubſtance, the very being and exiſtence of virtue, life, and power of all 
beings in the principle of light. Therefore this doth not claſh with ous 
affirmations, that the Godhead doth pat conſiſt in perſonality 3 but if the 
kay 7 muſt be admitted, it is till evident there can be but one perſon, 
three ; . that is Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord Jebovah, creator and pre- 
= of all in heaven and earth, our Saviour and W in whom 


is the myſtery called the Trinity. This | 


14 . a * 
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This divine principle in man, in i ae as 
the ſeed of the pure human nature, in union with the 
divine; which was loſt, but cannot be deſtruyed. This 
is that Seed which is the ſerpent's bruiſer; it i that in 
the ſoul of every man that muſt ſurpaſs, 'overcome, \ 
and prevent entirely the riſing of the ſeed of the king«" 
dom of hell in the ſoul; for it is there the ſerpent has 
lifted up his head, and chere it muſt be bruiſed: for ir 
is impoſſible that any one ſhould know any thing of 
heaven or hell, but as either of theſe is opened, e 
feſted, or brought forth within in his ſou. 

This ſubject of -what man is, being important and 
extenſive, might dwell long upon it; but as a few 
words are ſufficient for the wiſe, I will leave to them 
theſe few hints for the preſent, and paſs 'on,' 


Now, having thus far deſcribe and ſhewn” the doc- 
trine of the church, it muſt be manifeſtly clear, _ 
not one the leaſt grain of conſolation, real comfort; or 
reſt, can be drawn from any of theſe dottrines 3 or fo 
all of them together, by the ſincere, * nter at 
dove- like principle of the foul, when firſt awakened * 
a ſenſe of its impriſonment and miſery; and an earneſt. 
deſire after its enlargement and happineſs. For when 
it flutters forth, and flies among theſe deſolating waves 
of error and falſity, which as a mighty torrent or de- 
ſtructive flood have deluged the whole world, or 
truth; it can find no ſtay; no reſt for the folk" of its 
foot; but on the cor trary, all that inward anguiſh 
diſtreſs, perplexity, fear, and totment, ſo heavy and 
grievous, the like of which was not Known before; / 
fince the creation of the world; which we are told” 
woe Poſlels the hearts of a. in tholt days, that is, in 
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| 14 1 
that ſtate of the church which was ſpeedily haſtening 
even ſo great and grievous, that were that ſtate to con- 
tinge without being ſhortened, that is, changed, no 
fleſh could be ſaved ; for in thoſe days, or in that ſtate 


(for days ſignify ſtate) no fleſh is, or can be ſaved; 


but for the elects ſake thoſe days are ſhortened, that is, 
that ſtate is changed. For the elects. ſake, . that is, 
for the ſake of that divine cry and heavenly deſire, 
kindled in the ſoul, and arifing from that innate prin- 
ciple, which is of heavenly, birth; from that pure in- 


corruptible ſeed of the pure, paradiſiacal, heavenly, hu- 


man nature, in union with the divine, deſiring, longing 
for, and hungering after, the bread of life in its Father's. 
houſe. This is that cry of the elect, of which it is 


ſaid, the Lord will avenge. - This is the elect, for 


whoſe ſake thoſe days of inward calamity are ſhorten- 
ed, that is, delivered from that internal anguiſhing 


Nate, in which it has long been oppreſſed, by the ſeed 
of the ſerpent and the power of antichriſt : The 


feeble cry of this heavenly birth muſt be heard, its de- 
ſires ſatisfied, and the power of the oppreſſor broke. 
This is the choſen ſeed, the true inviſible church of 
Chriſt, But to return to the outward viſible church. 
We will mention only one more of its doctrines, and 
in that include all the reſt; and that is Ran by 
faith alone. 8 
This doctrine is raiſed and built upon that grand 
foundation, the doctrine of three gods, and has ſpread 
itſelf throughout the whole: Being almoſt univerſal in 
the chriſtian church (ſo called) but moſt enforced, 
maintained, and inſiſted on in that part called Re- 
formed; and is the principal and fundamental eren 5 
| raught 


t 3 1 
taught by the modern reformers, and e | 
where-ever it cometh ; and no wonder, for this doc- 
trine muſt be readily embraced, as being very full of 
comfort and conſolation; for as no comfort could be 
drawn from any, or all of its other doctrines, the church 
could not have nouriſhed any children, could have 
brought up no ſons; but muſt have remained as a 
woman without breaſts, whoſe offspring periſheth as 
ſoon as brought forth: but this doctrine of ſalvation by 
faith alone is the breaſts of comfort and conſolation 
(although entirely dry) from whence her children draw 
all their nouriſhment, ſpiritual ſtrength, conſolation, 
and hapyineſs. For inſtance : 

When any one is enabled to believe, that the Son or 
ſecond perſon in the Godhead, has ſuffered and died 
in his ſtead, to appeaſe that anger, wrath, and indig- 
nation, which he has been told his ſins had raiſed and 
cauſed in the Father, the firſt perſon, and to ſatisfy di- 
vine and infinite juſtice, all is well; the work is fin- 
iſhed, the man is ſaved, or certainly will be when he 
dieth, if he continue thus to believe. 

Again: When another child is „ forth, 
and is enabled to believe that he is one of thoſe 
which were elected and inevitably decreed to be ſaved in 
the covenant between the three gods, or different per- 
ſons in the Godhead, this is ſalvation ; here likewiſe 
the work is finiſhed, and ſalvation is of faith alone. 

There is now no more to be done in this great work, 
only that this faith be kept in exerciſe in order to glo- 
rification ; believing in the imputation of Chriſt's per- 
ſonal righteouſneſs, which, at the diſſolution of this 
earthly body, will, as a garment, be put * the ſoul, 
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to cover its deformity and hide all its blackneſs, impu- 
rity, and filthineſs. Theſe are ſome of the excellencies 
of that faith now preached. Such excellent things are 
ſaid of this faith that it is often ſpoken of as the Saviour 
itſelf ; and men are frequently called upon to believe, 
and they-ſha]l be freely juſtified to believe, and they 
ſhall be fully ſanctiſied to believe, __ they ſhall. be glo- 
rified. 

In this doctrine we are taught, the Lord God, Creator 
as Saviour of the world, merited falvation for his 
people, that is, [deſerved to have it of his Father for 
them ; and that he wrought out a complete righteouſ- 
neſs (by his perſonally fulfilling the law) far them 
which the Father imputeth to all the elect, or to all 
that lay hold on it by this faith: and further, that the 
Saviour, or ſecond perſon, purchaſed the Holy Spirit of 
the Father for his people. Now this -unayoidably be- 
gets in the mind an idea of one God purchaſing a 
ſecond or another God of, and paying for it, the price 
of his blood to a third, and then freely giving away the 
purchaſe, 

There are other 1 opinions and . 
founded upon, or rather generated from the former docs 
trines, relating both to God and man, too numerous 
to be mentioned, and unneceſſary to refute: And I 
think it muſt be confeſſed, by all who have received 
this doctrine, if they would ſpeak honeſtly, that their 


conceptions oſ the one God, Lord, and Saviour, are 


dark, confuſed, contradictory, ſtrange, low, and groſs; 
for we often hear ſuch ſhocking falſities of the great 
Lord Jehovah, that are enough to make a wiſe heathen 
ſhudder : and well may the heathens, and others ſay, 

"6 The 


8 
75 
15 
d 

ir 
Ce 
1 
n 
Ys 
ne 


c 1 
© The chriſtians are moſt ignorant of the true God of 
any people in the world, for they worſhip three gods. 
But will now proceed to ſhew in a few words; that 
cho-fainh now. preached is falſe; conſequently no faith 
at all. For the doctrine of juſtification and ſalvation 
by faith alone, doth, in. its one nature and tendency, 
deny and ſeclude charity or love, which is the __ 
and ſource of good works. 


Now the very eſſence and-Fubliance Hh is db = 


and good is the very effence.and ſubſtance of love. It 
is impoſſible that truth, ſhould be ſeparated from-godd ; 
for they are eternally one: therefore, that faith, which 
is ſeparated from love or works of charity, is ſeparated 
from good; conſequently is not truth; it cannot be 
faith, but is falſity, that is, a falſe notion. So it elearly 
followeth, that as this is not faith, but a. groundleſs 
notion, it can produce no good; it ſerveth only to 
quiet and preſent. fears and apprehenſions; no ſubſtan- 
tial good, but only an airy, ſhadowy, viſionary one; 
no real, inward, permanent happineſs, but all that it 
can afford, or can be derived from it, differeth as much 
from that which is real and ſubſtantial, - as the repre- 
ſentation of birds and fruit ane 
the real ones. 

Now this cannot be otherwiſe; for theſe kalle noti- 
ons being oppoſite to the truth, it muſt be oppoſite to 
chriſtianity, which is the truth, or in the truth; and; 


according to its own nature and property, is oppoſite . 


to all that is of truth and love, and powerfully, tendeth 
to hinder and prevent the whole work of ſalvation. For 
it continually preſſeth and enjoineth man to rely on 
ſomething at a very great diſtance, ſeparate from him- 
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ſelf, ſomething done for him for his ſalvation (although 


[ 38 4 
this ſomething is nothing but a falſe invention) while 
he remains the very ſame creature, unchanged, unſaved 3 
juſt. as much under the power and dominion of evil, 
with his own - earthly will, in the ſeed of- the — | 
as before he had theſe notions. 

From whence. it undiniably followeth, that the 
preachers of theſe doctrines are totally ignorant of what 
ſalvation is, and what man is to be ſaved from: and 


therefore blindly lead their brethren. 


No truth itſelf aſſureth us, that man's ſalvation, 
recovery, or. redemption is, and can be, nothing leſs 
than a new birth, his being regenerated, which is the 
ſame as new created. A new birth from the ſecond 
Adam ; a new, holy, ſpiritual creature, raiſed out of, 
or generated from, that incorruptible ſeed of the para- 
diſiacal pure human nature, innate in every man, in 
union with the divine. It is a recovery of that pure, 
perfect humanity, that was at firſt brought forth by 


the holy Lord God, bearing his expreſs image, and was 


his beloved Son and his delight; but loſt at the fall, 
in the rubbiſh of the ſpirit and life of this world, and 
in the predominant properties of evil or ſeed of the ſer- 
pent. It is an inward, new, divine, heavenly life, ſuch 
as man was firſt created to, which life is ſupplied and 
ſupported by the Lord, the bread of life and fountain 
thereof. But this new divine life cannot be raiſed 
without a death to, and loſs of, this outward, ſelfiſh, 


_ earthly, fleſhly life; which he got at the fall, when 


he loſt his divine heavenly life; therefore it is un- 
changeably fixed in the nature of things, that there is 
no regaining that divine rd life, without loſing 

tms 


1 


| this earthly, ſelfiſh, beaſtly life, which; he muſt volun- 
tarily gave up as he, firſt choſe ; for he that will ſave. 
this earthly life, muſt loſe his heavenly eternal liſe. 


Herein lieth the reaſon and neceſſity of all that ſelf- 
denial and mortification which the goſpel enjoins, with- 
out which there is no ſalvation. This beaſtly nature 
muſt be ſaerificed, we muſt be crucified; in our fleſhly, 
earthly will, and N or we cannot e to a new 
life. 5 „20 

From hence ehe dike the nach am 
ſalvation muſt be wrought within himſelf ; it muſt be 
performed in him, and upon him, and no where elſe. 
From hence it muſt alſo be ſelf evident to all who 
have any true knowledge of themſelves and God, that 
the doctrine of juſtification and ſalvation by faith alone, 


is falſe and no faith at all. For it not only teacheth 


men to rely on ſomething done without them, done 
for them, and ſeparate from them; but it plainly and 
directly oppoſeth, hindereth, and preventeth, ſets aſide, 
and renders uſeleſs, all repentance, ſelf denial, regene- 
ration, a new, inward, divine, ſpiritual nature, from 
which ariſeth works of charity, which is omg ; ſo that 
it oppoſeth the whole work of ſal vation. . 
It may be noted here, that every life, whether TRE 
venly or earthly, is according to, and ſtandeth in the 


will and defire ; and whatever the will anddeGre (which 


are inſeparable) goeth after, that it gaineth, whether 
carthlinefs or heavenlineſs ; for it hath in itſelf: a myſ- 


tical creating power: and the will, which leads the 


| Cy is * in 0 e creature: for the 


1 
| 

[ 
i 


» — = — — — — — 
—— = — - - . —__ — — * 2 
* — a > 4x. - 
r — A . 3 — = £S - 
2 = 9.2 N - — : 7 
CZ *þ 2 Sw * n ee 5 * 
" m ; c 
N os 2 2 


_ CY 


——— Does oe 


* X = + — E 2 — 1 * — i * 27 
— . * ** n 4 
nn 5 ; — * * 1 
v. 2 5 - * 
FED =S 
. — 1 32239. C * * 4 4 - > 2 8 * 0 
* Ps, 34.4 3 ˙ 3 


9 1 


* 


8 
ä 

— Cam * 4 

— 99 — | 

- 


—— 222 
2 * B 4 2 2 2 
= — Fre ; * — 
wy - - Z ay gy 1 W 2 
r FP 
2 - 2 1 2 - - * > of _ 
tw * « ” ' — — 1 — — 
' 4 £7 : * 3 2 , & 
—_ 4 82 2924 7 pe ** 7 1 - 2 1 8 ü + "e \ 
- . 4 — — 
- 15 —_—r 3 2 » ' 2 . =. 1 * * {Wi + 1 5 A 
22 r do YZ hw * 
13 7 
E 
* 4 
6 : 
* 


— 
9 


- — 3 2 11 Ls” 7 — 6: ty be 4 — , % — * * 
F HHS ED TI ACS. AF When FLAC 


r 2 
a * ” 
2 25 — 


tl 1 
night /vHch! piocedes-the will is a property of the 
foul, which partaketh of the infinity of Gd. 
Now when a man's ſelf- will and earthly 4 in 
which his tranſitory life ſtandeth, and in which the 
ſeed of the ſerpent flouriſheth and reigneth, is turned 
from ſelf and'earthly things, this life neceſſarily dieth; 
and the will and deſire being fixed upon, and turned to 
heaven, the will reſigned to the will of God, and the 
deſire earneſtly, fervently, and ardently going after the 
things of heaven, it neceſſarily gaineth an heavenly 


life ; and is continually fed with the bread thereof, 


which is Chriſt the Lord : for this ardent deſire of. 


ſoul, is that hunger and thirſt that muſt be ſatisfied, 


and in which is the bleſſedneſs and happineſs. And 


that faith, of which ſuch excellent things are ſpoken. 


is nothing leſs than this conſtant, ardent deſire of ſoul; 
it is this the apoſtle meaneth when he ſaith, ** We are 
ſaved by faith; or more clear and expreſs, ** By grace 
through faith: therefore; this inward, warm, heayenly a 
deſire of the ſoul, kindled and raiſed from a ſpark of di- 
vine fire within, by which Chriſt is ſaid to be formed | 
in the heart, and which bringeth ſalvation, . is faith, 
and nothing ſhort of this; it is not a notion n 
in the brain. | 
Having now 'plainly ſhewn, and fully proved, has: f 
the doctrine of the church is now ſo erroneous, that 
truth cannot be diſcovered; no truth is declared and 
delivered: from the written word (which is a decla- 
ration of the truth) nor from the manifeſtation thereof 


in the works of creation; but what is mixed, alloyed, 


confounded, perplexed, and annoyed, with ſuch over- 
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overec . 
ſo that all that hurt, violence, exity, 
and tribulation, is come upon. it, which our Lord f fore- 
told; by which we know the end in come, or her 


near: For all thoſe things mentioned in Matt. . 


and xxv. and in ſimilar places in the other evangeliſts, 
with ſeveral chapters in the Revelations, refer, to the 


various ſtates and changes of the chriſtian, church, with. | 


the declenſions of truth, and the languiſhing of love z 
and likewiſe the growth, increaſe, and power, of anti- 
chriſt,” or kingdom of darknels,. in error · and falſitix; 


and not to the. deſtruction of Jeruſalem, nor the end of 


this outward world; and his coming to judgment is his 


ſecond coming in the power of the truth and the licht 


to overturn theſe powers of darkneſs, to ſeparate h t 
light and darkneſs, that js, berween truth and falſity, - ; 
between good and evil; on ep tl panes 
be put one for. the other. „ 
So we may reſt aſſured, fue jay longer deceive 
ing ourſelves, , that as certain as ſummer is near when | ah 
the fig tree putteth forth, ſo certain may, we be that the 
end, or our Lord's ſecond coming, is near 3 ſince we 
ſee theſe things accompliſhed, to eſtabliſh a new and 
true church in the room of the falſe, upon the light and | 
2 ſhall worſhip AW the pas 44 4 
God is a ſpitit. Be ye ready ; watch . 


ye know not what hour . your Lord cometh,” 0 


The voice of wiſdom. and truth crieth a ere 5 
one to turn inward and hearken to her nitruQtions ;_ 
but all are turned outward and hearkening ta the yoice | 
af error and falſity, and know nothing of the Lord's 
coming, nor what it meaneth ; nnn 

F _ 


. 
* 
—̃̃ä— 


——— — — — — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


- 
—" 
* 
N — 
_—_— 
- 


Ee EL ba a 


2 — 2 


ene 
i A 


SA oe At A ln 


11 


5 Pg es F 


— 2 


— * 
eee 
N 


E 


a4 * Wai 4 #4 2 N 1 ; 
4 Seth Fang 37, Bf IEA . HE * 


22 l 
x 
* 
A 


8 2 ras rr”. = 


e 


— 1 — 


3 2 
N 


a 


. ——— 
—— —— 
* «<3. < ** 9 =F ee 2 2 
$222» 7. r Cats.” * nn 
re 


1 , 
—_— -- 4 4 eo 


F 


3 


2 


I Boxes 


—— 2 > — 


122 hn 
* 
* 


As * 


4 ES... 


— OSS by —ü U—ä—ũ — — — 
£ 4c < , >" 
” 2 4 ng bis : — 
— - —— = 7 


AS - 


at 


an 
— 


r 


28 . 1 
. . 
— LAG MS. 
>> 


cf ET 
A r 
eren 


25 5 

+ 

= 222 Jo < - — 0 Y 4 — © — * 18 2 ak ** 3 — 
7% e „ & = Ts , Fu 1 7 >< ** "he. 
ai . ee 1 . - LE * n 


* — ” 24 * 
* 4 " R ö &E 
1 7 5 2 2 Ss 2 
„ 


+6 75% 
R 


„ 


En: 
WM 
203/45; 


4 a< 
A 


2 wm Re 
Sc ved x, W 0 _ 


. 
„ 
11 91 9 . 
N 


- 
- — 4 


DS > 
2 * 4 


1 


542810 


while they hearken to falſity, and receive that fur buch? 


therefore they are in ſuch a tate (which is ſignified by 
Hour, for we muſt drop the idea of time when ſpeaking © 
of divine things, it being ſwallowed up in eternity) of: 
ſecurity, that they neither deſire nor apprehend 
change; for juſt as it was in the days of Noah, the” 


1 
3 i» » 


firſt great change in the church, or overthrow of A 4 


neſs, evil, and falſity ; ſo it will be at this, the af and” 


greateſt change. . Ne 

Hearken now, ye eſtabliſhers and builders of this 
church; whoſe foundation is in the ſand, and no loner” 
deceive yourſelves and the people; for the Lord's 
coming to judgment will be ſpeedily ! Judgment, you | 
know is a diſcerning, diſtinguiſhing, and ſeparating, 
between truth and falſhood, good and evil, love and 
hatred ; and it is the light maketh manifeſt : therefore 
it is certain judgment is already begun: Falſity, which 
is darkneſs and evil, is already diſcovered and condem-"" 


ned; the light is broke forth, and as lightning ſhineth 


from the eaſt to the weſt, ſo it enlighteneth the inward | 
powers of the members of Chriſt, for he is that light,” 

He is already deſcended on his white throne, and is 
ſtill coming on a cloud, which is light, and the throne 


of his glory; and is already manifeſted to, and in his 
ſaints, in whom he reigneth in the majeſty, ſplendor, © 7 


glory, power, and tranſcendent excellency of the light, 


in which are all thoſe on the right hand, called the 


ſheep ; for the right hand of God ſignifieth the prinei- 
ple of light and truth: ſo whoever is in the light 
and truth, filled with love, ! is now on the right hand 3 

for it being ſaid, “ He ſhall ſet them on the right? 
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No the fulfilment of aha our Lord forerold, and 


| the. breaking forth of the light, is the ſign of the- Son 


of man ; and as it has already been made appear that 


his ſecond coming is not to deſtroy or 'dilfolye-this 
World, and afterwards judge the whole race of man; 
it being certain that judgment is already begun, and is 
quite different from hat the church has for ſome id 
taught. It js generally taken in the literal ſenſe, that 


the Lord will, in great pomp and ſplendor, ſit as judge 
in the ſame manner as an carthly judge, a mortal man 
doth; and ſummon the whole race of man to appear 


before him, at that place, locally, where" he has fixed 


his ſeat, and then proceed as an earthly judge doth, ; 
and then, and not till then, make known to every one 


their reſpectiye and eternal doom. And this grand 


proceſs, they tell us, will commence and be. carried an 


on ſome one certain day, according to this world, Now 
theſe falſe. conceptions, and ideas of the judgment ariſe - 
from that monſtrous doctrine of aſcribing to God the 
ſame properties that are in man, but will, fall to their 
ground as ſoon as viewed in the light: for it is certain, 
none can be brought nearer to God than they are every 
moment z being i in his immediate preſence, which 1 - 
lth all; and bis judgment ſeat is erected in every 
breaſt, and there ĩs carried on the whole procels,, meth 
So it is very evident there is a lying ſpirit in the 
mouth of all the prophets, cauſing the people to go 


aſtray, and wander on the dark : as e 
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Now judgment is not in itſelf condemnation, 28 is. 
often repreſented, but, as has been before ſhewn, a clear 


diſtinction between falſhood and truth; and the evil 
in falſity is already condemned, JO hows 92 A il 
maketh manifeſt. ; 


Therefore the coming of the Son of man, mentioned 


in Matt. xxv. is not, as men have taught, to diſſolve 
the world; but on the throne of his glory in the pow- 
er of the light of truth, with his fan in his hand to 


purge his floor, to ſeparate between the wheat and the' 


"chaff, to preſerve the one, but burn the other with 
unquenchable fire; or in other words, to purify his 
'church, to ſeparate between truth and falſity, to over- 
turn all the ſtrong holds of the prince of darkneſs, ſup- 


ported in, and maintained by, erroneous and falſe doc- 


trines, and impoſed for truth. 


Be alarmed now, ye teachers of lies, and abt 


*/ 


of falſities, for your meaſure is near filled, your num- 


ber compleated ; and the period accompliſhed, that 
the work you have performed, and are ſtill carrying on, 
ſhall be deſtroyed and for ever ceaſe. For the light and 


truth is broke forth from its oppreſſion, and has diſco- 


vered falſhood its oppreſſor. The Lord is now coming 


with all his holy angels, not only in the ſplendor, ma- 


the power of all the properties of goodneſs and love z 


that great and wonderful days of the Lord, ſo terrible to | 


the 


® That the judgment is quite different from Chat is ufually taught and 
received, muſt be clear to every thinking man, who bas any true knowk 
of divine things. When it is confidered that the light and truth i is 4 
judge, that all are continually in kis immediate preſence, to whom every 


ſecret thougat is naked and open; and that every one who is a e 
's 


jelty, and beauty of the light and truth, but in and with 


contrary tp ten raled 2 9 5 
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the m ens and po wers of 5 * | the is. © 
trines of falſities, is ang on; which will 
overturn and deſtroy. all theſe ſelf-confounding and 


ſelf-contradiQing ſyſtems which * enemies to, and 5 


oppreſſors of the truth. * 


But now, before we conclude, let 3 take . 4 


of the proceſs, . We have already ſeen that the right 
hand of God ſignifieth the principle. of light, truth, 


and love; conſequently, all ate on the right hand chat 
are in the light and truth, wherein is all goodneſs and 


love. Now, on the contrary, it neceſſarily followeth, 


chat the left hand muſt ſignify the principle of darkneſs, 


falſity, and evil, the promoters and maintainers thereof. 
Now it is faid to thoſe on the left hand, * Depart, from 
me, ye curſed (darkneſs muſt fly | hefore the light, and 


falſity before the truth); 3 for 1 was hungry, and ye gave s 


me no meat; thirſty, and ye gave me ho Urink ; 


and ye clothed me not; fick and in priſon, and 5e 


viſited me not.” This is not to be underſtood,” as is 
ufually taught, that Chriſt will ſpeak thus verbally to 
part of his audience, when the whole race of man is 


perſonally before him: no; the Lord is now thus 


ſpeaking to thoſe on the left hand, and underſtood thus: 
Chriſt, or the ſeed of the woman, is in the ſoul of 


every man; but is there cloſely impriſoned ard 'vis- 


W e pere 


arry 


Chrift's refurreRion in perf. & yejenatition 3 is glorified with ws at the GC. 
ſolution of this elementary body z the notion of all the human race being 


hered together at à certain time and place, and the Lord, at that certain 


ime, aſſuping to himſelf the character and office of a judge (which he 
had not borne before}. will appear to have no foundation to . but 
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ger, thirſt; nakedneſs, and fickneſs : it is not the 0, 
ward apt bodies of men. 
Now the doctrine of three gods; or "the falſe. * 
. trines concerning "the one Lord God, creator of all. 
things, Saviour and Redeemer of the world, can ad- 
_ miniſter no comfort to Chriſt'i in the foul ; and more 
eſpecially the doctrine of juſtification and ſalvation 
by. faith alone doth not, cannot adminiſter the leaſt 
comfort to Cbriſt i in this neceſſitous ſtate : All chat 
Enoy- and are in the truth will agree, Chriſt, in 
this low eſtate, in his members or bre ren, Is in a 
ſtarving condition, in hunger, nakedneſs, and confine- 
ment, in fickneſs ; but this doctrine of ſalvation wit w 
out Works can afford no meat, drink, clothing, nor 
; cordial no com fort nor conſol ation; no releaſe or 
enlargement, not ſo much 2s 2 kind viſit i in love; > but 
denieth all works of mercy : and inſtead of comfort- 
ing. and nouriſhing (in its own nature and properties) 
it powerfully tendeth to ftarve and deſtroy, and, Herod- 
like, would murder the young child while it pretendeth 


s £ 


Ceaſe then your abominations, in falſe, monfirous,. 


and even ſhocking declarations and aſſertions, concerq. 


ing the one true God, Lord, and Saviour ! wh 
warketh tribulation and deſolation of the truth 


f ſtarving and oppreſſing Chriſt, Who is che truth in 


the divine principle and heavenly deſire kindled in the 


ſoul, from that original innate divine ſpark, or ſeed « 


life and light, whih is in every man z which is Chri 


in his members and brethren, and there nouriſhed by 
truth and love, but ſtarved by falſity and darkneſs: Yet | 


know this, all ye who are on the right hand, that not- 
with- 


ot= 


'L 25 ” * 

| withſtanding you Aal no real aire to Chirift, - 

yet Chriſt ſtill liveth, and ſhall eternally live, with © 

all his members and brethren: but no thanks to your 

murderous falſe dodtrines, for your: time is ſhort he 

ſeek his life. — 
But again: It being evidently ads tak * left” 


( © 


hand ſignifieth the principle of darkneſs, falſity, 
evil, called the - goats 3 all you who are found in that 
principle, maintaining error, and declaring abomitiable | 
falſities of the one true God, muſt on a certainty be 
on the left hand among the goats; and may NOW 5 
hear your ſentence: put not off to ſome diſtant period,” 
but hearken the judgment is wn O.. the voice of _ 
light and truth is Now heard, and is always Gying 
to darkneſs and falſity, Depart 1—Depitt you muſt at 
the appearance of the light, for the light hath | _ 
communion with darknefs, nor truth with falſity. 

The great and im portant work, the ſeparation, 
xo0w carrying on, and ſhall continue without e 
or interruption, until perfectiy finiſhed ; until all evil, 
which hath its exiſtence in darkneſs and falſity, is de- 
parted into its own place, that dark abyſs from whence... 
it came, prepared for the goats. 24 

Your Babels muſt ſoon be topped and de 
your falſe and contradiftory ſyſtems of your own. con- 
trivanee ſhall be broke: The earthquakes, wars, and 
tumults you have raiſed, ſhall ceaſe ; and the Þpiritual 
peſtilence and famine, conſequent thereon, ſhall be no 
more: and every eye which is formed by the true light 
ſhall clearly ſee that you ate not the ſheep, but the 
goats: By your ſtrife and contention, wherein, as de- 
vouring wolves, you worry each other, in your firiving 
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Which Well deſtroy moſt of the ſheep ; for * true 5 


Shepherd, our Lord and Saviour, is meekneſs, te 
King of peace and unity. — 


It may be unneceſſary to en en the ſubject i in 10 
order more fully to eſtabliſh the truth of what has been £ 
advanced, fince it muſt be evident to every HEE. 


mind, that what our Lord foretold is already accom- 
pliſhed i ; the very laſt prediction being now aQually 
ales and that the ſign of the Son of man appeareth 
in heaven; which is the manifeſtation of he myſtery. 
of the truth in the light thereof, being evidently broke 
forth in innumerable, ſouls. We may make a ſtop here 
and inquire, Who i is in the Lord's fide? To ſuch we 
have but little more to ſay, only to enforce our Lord“ 5 

caution. and e Take heed * no man 
| deceive you.” 

Turn your Gene, and liſten, endow will . 
the ſound of the trumpet | Lift up there your internal 
eyes, and behold, the angels already gone, and ſtill 
going to gather the elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other *. Separating go 
from evil, light from darkneſs, truth from faltity, _ 
| Keep on the right hand, that you may be gathered with 
che ſheep, *© Let nat him which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. ;” that is, thoſe who are now. 
at Jiberty, at a diſtance 2 this confuſion, lrife, and 
perplexity, unenſnared, unentangled, by theſe falſe 
deſtructive doctrines: but their ſouls {till deſiring d 


ne — lens of 8 
four firſt forms of nature, and Jelivered rom every comtraſys , oppoſite, 
preflive property; ſor, as has been obſerved already, all darkneſs, — 


a 


and evil, exiſts in the three firſt, 5 life, and joy 3 breaks * in des 


. 


| Sud . deſtructions: n. iter 


1 1 
W of divine truth; let them not turn in 
hither, but keep at a diſtance: and not put theſe falſi- 
ties and inventions on, as ornaments of knowledge, 
for they are filthy and abominable; but turn in ward 


in much ſelf-denial, hearkening attentively to the 


pure ſimple voice of wiſdom, and Ann be clothed 
and adorned with the beautiful robes of her ſpirit. 
“Let them which be in Judea ſlee into the moun- 
tains.“ Them vrho are already entangled and catched 
in er of the hunter, and are in the midſt of 
this deſolating flood of error and ſtrife, inward per- 


plexity, doubts, fears, and uncertainty, ariſing from 


theſe falſe doctrines, and endeavouring to find reſt in 
the midſt. of them; yet honeſt and upright of heart, 


loving their brethren, and a deſire: kindled in their 


ſoul after the true light and bread of life: Let them 
flee into the mountains; {tay not here, come out from 
among them, flee into the mountains of ſafety, for-this 


world of abominable falſity, error, and darkneſs, ſhall * 


ſpeedily be overthrown ; rely not on any of theſe broken 
reeds; build not on this ſandy foundation; reſt not 
on any of theſe invented falſe doctrines, concerning 
the one true God, thy Lord and Saviour; receive 


them not as truth, for they are polluted; hearken 


to none of their voices, who are ſeverally crying, Lo, 
here] for they are deceivers come in my name, I ſent 


them not; but turn thy liſtening ears inward, join 
my ſhecp; learn to hear my voice, who. am always 


calling to thee; know my voice from that of a ſtran- 
ger ; folloy me, and thou ſhalt eau * Wa 
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Let him that is on che houſe-top not coe down 4 
to take any thing out of his houſe,” Let not them 
whoſe fiery zeal (though blind and ignorant) has im- 
petuouſly and powerfully carried them on, and 

them on an eminence, raiſed to the higheſt rank of 5 
various orders in this kingdom of oonfuſion and dark- 


neſs, who are as heralds under the prince, proclainiing 
aloud their innumerable and deſtructive falſities Againſt 


the King of light and truth, and glory in theſe dark 
inventions as their treaſure, and have built their houſe 


therewith; but do all with a good intention, though 
ignorantly's if theſe would eſcape, let them fly or 
their lives; haſten likewiſe to the mountains of ſafery, 
leaving all behind them, as ſtripped and naked, not 
daring to enter the houſe of confuſion and error, to 
bring any thing of that, their former 'treafure;\ along 
with them, but relinquiſh-all, and fly to me: I will 
ſave them from impending ruin; for their devoted 
© houſe ſhall l n one: will * NG OM 


thereof 


«6: Let as thas: readeth n 1 mal not 8 


0 anſwer any objection that ignorance may raiſe, 


well knowing that all men (according to their unre- 


« 'newed nature) are inelined to ſpeak evil of what they | 


do not underſtand. But if the upright, ſimple, ſincere, © 
enquirer ſhould be at a little loſs ; making a pauſe 
here, and ſay,” Doth this not claſh with, if not over- 
throw, the doctrine of the reſurrection ? I anſwer, 


By no means; but tendeth to explain, confirm, and 


eſtabliſh it: for as the judgment is now, ſo likewiſe 
the reſurrection muſt be mow : ſince it is evide 


clear, that judgment, redemption, and the reſurre 


— 
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ans the ww UY ( W, © , oy TY IU, 


t 1 


are in | and the ſame; POTN OY | 
a un nun truth and falſity, good and evil, 


life and death; therefore, where-ever this judginent is, 
there is redemption, and onſequently,.. where re- 
demption is, the reſurrection is; it is all but one 
work of the Redeemer. The Son is the majeſty, life, 
light, love, and power of the Father 3 that is, the - 
one God revealed and made manifeſt ;.. therefore all 
judgment muſt be committed to the Son: He is the 
redemption ; He is the reſurrection. 
judgment muſt firſt begin at the houſe of God,” 
Underſtand this well. This work and power of the 
Redeemer is, and muſt be, firſt made known. and 
finiſhed in his inward. ſpiritual kingdom; that is, all 
darkneſs, error, evil, and death, muſt be overcome 
and deſtroyed in the chureh ; or in other words, the 
redemption of the loſt, pure, paradiſiacal, human na- 
ture, muſt be firſt compleated (for this is the body of 
Chrift, the beloved Spouſe, one with the Redeemer) 
that the Lord may be acknowledged and worſhipped 
by all in heaven and earth, the one God, Saviour, 
and Redeemer ; that he may be gloriſied in his mem- 


bers, that his members may be glorified in him; that 


he may reign in his. ſaints, and his ſaints in him, 

glorified- together in an indiſſoluble eternal union. 
Redemption being thus far carried on and com- 
pleated, the Redeemer's power ſhall ſtill be exerted, 
to ſubdue all things unto himſelf; for he is the Re- 
deemer of every ereature, whether in heaven, or in 
the earth, or under the earth ; that is, the whole of 
this outward viſible world, all muſt feel the Redeem- 
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er's bone, all muſt pals” through * barihing 
fire. 

This dark, e terreſtrial ſpot, | muſt be 
diſſolved, and its preſent form paſs away 3 3.the powers 
and properties of nature overturned in their preſent 
operations, and the works of nature deftroyed ; ; that 
is, all ' darkneſs, coagulation, and cold aftringeney 
unbanded ; compaction, condenſity, and hardneſs diſ- 
ſolved, with all palpability and influidity ; ſo that all 


darkneſs, corruptibility, and death, ſhall totally 


overcome and finally ſwallowed up of light and life: 5 
for the light, the Redeemer's power, ſhall penetrate 
through, and reign over all. All ſhall: Ae 


univerſal clarity, Giving reſplendent Oh en tranſ- 
ö pareney, and glorious light. | 


The now divided jarring elements ſhall be 4 61 
to union and harmony, recovering their original life- 
influencing purity, in the one undivided, ann 
divine æther. ö 

Thus ſhall the glory of the Creator's and Redeem- 
er's works be fully revealed; corruption having put 
on incorruption, and mortality ſwallowed up of life. 
Thus the groaning of the creation is at an end; for 
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
until this is accompliſhed ; earneſtly deſiring to be 
delivered from this vanity, or ſtrife, it is ſubjected to, 
though not willingly ; for it continually ſtruggleth 
for deliverance, and the creature itſelf, the whole 
creation, ſhall be delivered from this bondage into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 


Now 
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* 
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reſurrection and full redemption of the outward” body, 
it being impoſſible that any thing ſhould be anni- 
hilated or loſt; and an abſclute certainty that all 
ſhall be purified and perfectly reed; ſo the fir 
mamental powers and heavenly ſhining hoſt, who, in 


reſpect of uncreated eternal brightneſs, are ſhady, 
dull, and nn n eee COP - 


change. ' * een 


The 42 itelf at yas ai this Purifying. 
fire, and ſhall receive a ſeven-fold additional bright- 
neſs to its reſplendent OY: or 5 . e 
eternal light. ee D 2'Þr 

Thus chis outward N the- * 5 
ſtretched, infinitely extended firmamental bounds, 
and heavenly circle, ſhall become one with the in- 
ternal, eternal, ſpiritual world: this very ſpace ( ſpeaæ- 
ing after the manner of men, for ſpace is no more) 
ſhall be prepared by the King of glory for the re- 
ception of, and an habitation for, his beloved bride, 
whom he delighteth to honour. Here ſhe ſhall eter- 
nally dwell, being one with her Lord, 2 0 9880 
kingdom, and reign with him for ever. 1 

When the bride is thus perfected, ue ad | 
with all the ornaments the King of kings is capable 


of putting upon her, brought home and ſeated on 


her royal throne, ſhall ſhine ſo tranſcendently in the 
glory of her. Lord (being but one) that the ſun,” 
though advanced ſeven degrees in glory, ſhall recede 
in his ſplendor,” and, as it were, bow the knee, and 
_—_— and go a: only ten, but ten thouſand 

degrees $ 
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degrees and all the angels, that is, ie 
af heaven, ſhall warſhip him: ſor the whole pure 
human nature being reſtored. and in perfect union witn 
the divine, all things ſhall be ſubdued unto. him and 
put under bis ftet, ſhall be exalted above every crea- 
ture, in glory tranſcendent, in power ſuperior, being 
Lord of all things, heir and ſole proprietor of all 
the works of God. No the pure and perfect human 
nature is not to be conceived of as ſeparate from the 
divine, being e _ e SY ae 
buy it. er: N + 1501 

Thus have e ee W ent hs the | 
Lord's ſecond coming: In reſpect to individuals, his 
appearance or ſecond coming without. ſin unto full 
ſalvation is manifeſted in the ſouls of men: It is 
there alone that we can experience his deſirable and 
glorious coming: it is there his power is diſplayed, 
and his judgment - ſeat erected: it is there he diſco- 
vereth and eondemneth evil, and maketh a ſeparation: 

it is there the world muſt firſt be diſſolved in its ſpi- 
rit, and its power deſtroyed; and its groſſneſs burnt 
up by his Spirit and fire of his love: it is there the 
temple of the Lord is built; for his tabernacle is 
with men, with whom he delights to dwell: it is there 
he raiſeth the pure human natures 1 whom he will; 
for ever dwell, 

This is his coming: and his coming tine ak be 
- conilininl until he has overcome all oppoſition, all 
that darkneſs, evil, and falſity already mentioned, 
which is put for light and truth; and conſequently; 
overthrow and put an end to the preſent church (60. 
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called) and diſſolve that body of darkneſs and error 
in its doctrines 3 fur the ax being lald to the root, 
che tree muſt ſoon fall: So we fee the Lord is al- 
ready come, and is till eoming in his mighty power, 
and will continue to come until all in heaven and 
earth is ſubdued unto hiinſelf : The laſt enemy which 
is to be deſtroyed is death ; in which deſtruction this 
material world ſhall eee that vanity 
{which is ſtrife) AAA ern wide and deach 
it is no ſubjected to. N, 246. 18 44. an MW 229); 1 
We have now reed ber firſt inten- 
tin ; which will de ſufficiently clear; and fully com- 
prehended by thoſe who have diligently-hearkened: to 
the fure word of prophecy, in whoſe hearts thei day- 
ſtar is ariſen 4 but it may not be ſo toi thoſe who: ang 


under the dark properties, -and-leſs illuminated and 


eſpecially thoſe who have. received. the! inventions of 
men, and fixed: on ſome certain - ſyſtem as infullible 
truth, and the ſummit of the knowladge of divine 
things: theſe being fixed here, ſatisſied, and pleaſed 
with what they have, are not at liberty to receive any 
thing elſe, or even to examine vrhether it be the truth 
or not, * e neee is - 
or ſtandard. 5 24 Ia . 

There are . n and nt 
quiring after wiſdom; but being unacquainted with, 
and unaceuſtomed to, ſuch thoughts and ſubjects, 
will reject them at firſt and cannot receive them; 
for this reaſon, they having already received falſhood 
for truth. and confirmed and fixed in it as if it was 


the truth a therefore, whenever true things are — 


8 


[ 5 Et 
propoſed, they muſt at firſt appear as falſe for the ſake 
of ſuch, and the meek and ſimple will make a ſhort 
recapitulation, reſting aſſured, the wiſe will not con« 
Sent I GO underſtane. 

It has been mentioned, that „ 
ee God, Creator of all things, from whom all 
in each world proceeded ; this one God that created 
man, ſo loveth man, that he is the Saviour and Re- 
deeuer of man; and that the divine Being, Who is 
preſent with, and in all his works, is in tlie ſoul of 
every man (which is his offspring) as a principle of 
divine life, or pure ſeed thereof; from which the di- 
vine paradiſiacal man, or pure perfect human nature, 
is raiſed again and reſtored; and this alone is mas 
redemption: For the fall was the loſs of that divine 
life and image of God, in which man was firſt crea- 
ted, and the loſs of that happineſs, glory, and power, 
which he neceſſarily poſſeſſed, as being in union with 
the divine nature; but the loſs of this heavenly di- 
vine life was the gaining an earthly, carnal, ſelſiſh 
life, which ſtandeth altogether in the ſpirit of this 
world; and by his falling into, and under the power, 
ſpirit, and dominion of this outward. world (which he 
ſhould have ruled over) gained a corruptible body 
from the elements of this world, they clothed him 
with their coats of ſkin, they put upon him this beaſtly 
covering; for before the fall his body was heavenly 
and angelical, therefore this re body muſt | 
mb through death. 
So the pure human nature was loſt or buried in he 
ſpirit and life of this world, and the ſced of the fer» 
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ben which ihe doll deset 9 
man is only a rational creature. of this world; and not 
the true pure human nature, but quite another differ- 
ent creature, yet the rot or ſeed thereof remaineth. in 
. every human ſoul, This ſeed being quickened by 
the eternal ſun, a new life, a new creature is is raiſed ; 
but the carnal, ſelfiſh, earthly life, which ſtandeth i in 
the deſire of the ſpirit of this, world, muſt be Siren 
up and loſt, or the divine life « cannot be raiſed, nor ö 
any new birth: but when there is a new. birth, a new 
creature brought forth, brought up, and per fected, 
5 is the pure human nature, man is redeemed 

and reſtored to his original ſtate; e e. 
only to put off this corruptible, _ .-. 


. it is a truth that none can A that. the 


"ad. "RI it paſſed 
through death, 3 — over it, gained a a perfect 
union, and became one wi the divine nature, and 
this perfect union is Chriſt's glorifi cation. He is 
the ſecond Adam, the firſt fruit from the dead, che 
Father of the regenerate, race. +; re | 
Hence it is clear and certain, that our Lord, Jelys | 
Chriſt; is. the one God, Creator of all things, the ever- 
laſting Father, the, eternal A Lord of all a in 
heaven and earth, | 
.; Secondly : We have taken notice that the. church 3 
þelieverh i in three gods, or, which is the very ſame, in 
4 three perſons, each perſon, diſtinetiy and ſeparately, 
to be God and Lord; and that all its doArjnes are 
KS hes and raiſed upon this falſe foundation, and 
H con- 
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conſequentiy muſt be 'ertbneous in them, ener and 
that tlie Faith ( o called) "Which is now ptssched, h 
only *vatiety of falſe notions concerning imaginary 
things, vr falſe objects; therefore it cannot be faith, a 


a but falſity ; becaule it is not founded on trütb. 


For the belief of a trinity of gods, the We 
raiſed therefrom, and the faith which bas this fot its 
object, mult all be falſe, ' confuſed, and perpleted in 


themſelves, and mixed with innumerable àbſurdities 


and irteconcileable contradictions, too well Known 
and obvious to be needful to mention hete © there- 


fore, that Which is called faith being only falſe 


notion, it cannot be productive of any good, but 


evil; for falſity and evil ate inſeparabſeeQ. 


Real faith is real truch Itſslf, and truth and ood 
are Hkewiſe inſeparable ; therefore we conclude, it 
being undeniable, that theſe falſe notions be 
'faving, but deſtruktive of dlwine life: For · instance, 
Suppoſe a man has imbibed. the notion of the covenitit | 
detween the three gods, and has perſuaded himſelf chat 
he is one of thoſe that were elected and decreed to be 
ſaved, what real good can this notion bring into ne 
foul? will this certainly purify the heart? or may it 
not tend to ſecurity ? may not a man have this 
perſuaſion, and yet have earthly. deſires, vide to the 
" Meſh? 

Again : Suppoſe a a man receive that nv falſe 


notion of the imputation of Chriſt's perſonal rights- | 
' ouſneſs, applied to, or rather, as a ſpotleſs robe, put | 
upon his choſen people to cover all their pollution, 
b, "and deformity, can this 0 in any real good 3 
has 
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has this any tendency to change or renew the man, to 


crucify the cortupt earthly nature, and bring forth a 
divine birth ? or is it not poffible for a man to believe 
this, Und! yet e elk, an gen. 
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But once more: Soppön' 8 man pellen Himſelf: 
that God the Father ſent God the Son into this 
wolld'to fuer and dis inſtead of the p people, to bear 
| 7 dui Wen m ki ee for den 
"or, which is often enforced, but contradic- 
tory to the above, that God the Son being of 'a dif- 
ferent mind fromthe Father, voluntarily offered him- 
ſelf” es ge and ſuffer in man's "Read, * to ſatisfy the 
Father's juſtice, to appeaſe his wrath and anger; will 
this notion, falſe as it is, renew the man and bring 
forth 3 new creature ? Will this bare perſuaſicn/it the 


3414 


mind in an | y meaſure bruiſe the ſerpent's head, Which 


is lifted 17 in every foul ? It is certain a man may 
have- any or all of theſe notions, and yet remain the 
ſame unchanged” carthly creature as thoſe who never ' 
heard of them; for that faith muſt be falſe and fruit" 
leſs which relieth on any thing done without us, or 


done for us : it is a dangerous deluſion, for the hob 
work of falvation muſt be wrought within us. But as 


we have ſpoke of faith OTE, wy will now ' conſider 
it poſitively. : 
As truth is the ſource and object of faith, ſo divine 
faith muſt be truth itſelf, i in its own eſſence and divine. 
ſubſtance ; or, in other words, more plain, Divine 
faith is an heavenly defire, that is, a divihe n, 


_ thirſt : this is ö faving faith, | Chriſt being 


'H 2 4 2 437 the 
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the light and the truth, divine faith muſt be, of and. 
in Chriſt: for Chriſt being, conceived in the jock 
manifeſted there i in our fleſhly nature, the light break=. 
ing forth, and the truth operating, a new life is be⸗ 
gun and raiſed, a new Ges: n 
| forth. 1 72 1 | 4} 428% 
| Now f faith, is that: divine ef, or Fey hes. and 
thirſt, by which this new life is ſypported, or the new. 
inward, ſpiritual man, or divine creature, is nouriſhed, 

and fed; for this new born heavenly creature, muſt be 
fed with heavenly bread, and, water of life: for as all 
outward life is ſupported. by, deſire, or hunger and 
thirſt; ſo this inward divine life, or new creat; 
muſt defire its proper food, and cannot ſubſiſt without 
it; which food is Chriſt che living bread, and the, 4 
waters flowing from the eternal fountain of all life. ow 
this divine defire of the inward principle of heavenly. 
life, or hunger and thirſt. of the new creature, is, 
ſaving faith; for it worketh 2 love: noch ting 5 
is the faith of Chri iſt, 1 

Hence it is evident, that true bach and Ayise life 

are inſeparable ; and likewiſe that faith cannot be ans 

tecedent to divine life, for no creature can hunger 
before it is brought forth : Hence it is evident we are 
ſaved by grace (or love) but it is through faith; for 
it is through this deſire that the new man attains the 
divine ſtature, and is fully ſaved.  _ 

Now it may be clearly ſeen that true faith 3 is as 2 4 
ferent from the falſe notions now preached, as light 
from darkneſs, or life from death : for a man cannot 
haye true faith without e life; but Aa man may 

dae 


1 | D en: * 222 Ao YE? "$444 ee 
2 | hays any. of 42. a Tercnt onk, and no Gyine ys tte | — 
e of e for it is \ 40 
uzig. ngthing but. 1 the "life of the Redeemer i can be, 5 | a 
man's ſalvation, and not his death; 9 . it 
is ſaid any ws fore by Hood, it ſhou ald be 0 od 
| Ee by. the life of a or H the” blood: 
2 „But this js, for different from the, ae ' nfo | 
5 by the preachers of, juf 7285 and alvation_ by faith 
4 alone, Many 19 4 oſ ſt er-builders I in this our Ba- 
bel f requently d eclare, that the blood which was thed ; 
b G0 the Son, or ſecond perſon, on Calyary, and 
| which. the earth e, is that which redeemed 
9 the Tak And n walhed'awg * the fin 1 thereof : and mw 
Any « one can perſuade himſelf or Velieve” it wa 
20 for him, he i is 5 ha he i is then freely jute; 
that all his ſin $ and x po ollution 5 is Walbed away; that 
the F ather ”_ then pardon him, and is that mi ent 8 5 
reconciled to him; "his wrath and anger being en 2524. 
2 810 into love, he forgiveth all that is pat; 3.08. _ | 
led 1 juſtifcation by faith : but may not a an ee 
— this "Rk notion, with the” "notion 5 f gods. being, e 
chan anged, . and he himſelf. remain unchanged in the Zo 
bonds of i iniquity, | his, fe ſanding i in the ſeed of the 
ſerpent unbruiſed, i in vin, carnal Be and earthly we 
deſire? e ee 
II is certain God 8 de angry, with 
man; but man is angry with God there being an 
enmity in him againſt God; but God ſo loveth all : 
men; that he beſeecheth them to be reconciled, . [IVE 
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But hege may * and ſay, that © te without ſhed- | | 
ding of blogd there is qo. remillion of fins! "Very+ 
true ; for without loſing of life, which is edding of 
blood, that i is, without lofing | this vitward life, hich 
ſtands i in \ earthly, deſire, without f Trificin this bealtly 
nature, withqut ſhedding its blood, and 22 * dhe 
its life, there can be no | deliverance from, hich 
| remiſſion of of, ſin. 8 
Thus have v we ſhewn "Wt Wie" an ha 
Thee) may, be We faith by which bb 
be wrought, which is the powerk, MPS. 
defire ; ot but this | deſire not, being PD it i iy bot 
faith of Chriſt; for it worketh, not by love.” | 
Having now. ſhewn what divine faith, is 5 5 | 
man muſt clearly ſee the deluſiveneſs of that Kah or or 
notion of God, the! Father imputing the merits of: od 
the Son; for where this notion ig received, it is ſup- 
poſed to bring all that a man wanteth, that is, e ; 
of ſin, juſtification, lanctifcation, = be 8 
and heaven itſelf. wy hs of er ep 
But this airy phantom of imputation can only be * 2 
imaginary good, but is put in the place of real good, 
and muſt prevent the poſſeſſion 'of it ; for it ſecludes 
and renders needleſs all iepentance, it. denid, wor- | 
* tification, and crucifixion of, the corrupt nature : F it N 
does not imply the neceſſity of man's turning from 
evil in himſelf, forſaking and hating. it becauſe it is. 
evil ; and the doing all good, deſiring it in bimfelf, 
and loving it becauſe it is good: it 5 to ſet ande 
the neceſſity of regeneration, and a new divine birth, ö 
a participation of the divine nature, and a being one 
with — bh Thus 
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daf hehe Men "at Gif me Böcuines foirhided 
on the fe f three gods müſt be eirensbus, und con- 

che Faith Falſe! and delufive;; Ard that our 
: ind ithat ttie 
operatiofis of 'inituity; ih the powers of dafknefsland 
falſity, ure neurty finiſhed; the ſon öf perdition, uf 


etror, and delunöh, 5s tevealed, an müſt won be 


titen bũt of the way; b that bur £XH's feckiid Tem- 


ing is very near; not itnmeliatefy to dilbive tis 


world, but in tlie power bf the light and truth to wer- 
cotne and bteak tlieſe bonds df error and deluſton, to 
ovbrtufn 'the powers bf Uarknefs, to'dilelve'tie"werld, 
or body of Talfity and ern, called the church; and to 
eſtabliſh, in che Meartr of his people, a pure chureh, 
founded n Kinifar'che truth, fred from all falſe in- 


ventions and power of darkneſs; Where he hall be c- 


knowledged the one only ſupreme God, Lord, and Sa- 
viour, and worſhipped in ſpirit and truth and dhe 
true ſpiritual worſhip muſt be (eſtabliſhed previbus to 


the full and final reſtoration. Thi help ppl f 


holy city an 
New Jeruſalem which- John ſaw cotning down from 


the living God, or pure church, is chadt 


Gai enen W tar 
her huſband, 


But before this 'purs true chainth seie | 
all things that offend muſt be taken out of the way z 


' the falſe church muſt be removeti ; all: that is pollutet 


with evil, which is in darkneſs and error, muſt be oven - 
turned an entire [ſeparation muſt be made between 
truth and falſhood; for theſe two have long been in 


the field, der u. dne church. doeh mut and x. 
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\:tergal ; but muſt Jnow, be eternally ſeparated : {theſe 


are the two that have long been grinding at the mill, 
but one ſhall be taken and. the ſother left : theſe, two 


_ chave long been oppoſing and ſtriving with each 
and working powerfully; but light and truth 


overcome and triumphantiy reign. The properties — 


evil, in darkneſs and error, haye long been performing 


their various revolutions, rounds, and changes; op- 
| . poſing, grinding and oppreſſing truth, until cheir power 


But Chriſt, who. i is the fountain of good, is "naw „ 


manifeſting himſelf in the power of the light and truth, 
to the deſtruction of every enemy, that he may be glori- 
fied in his ſaints; and as the ſun, moon, and ſtars hae 


long been darkened, hall ſoon break forth again in 


their true luſtre and ſplendor: and as the powers of 


heaven have been ſhaken by darkneſs and falſity, in 


1 which is all evil; fo the powers of hell ſhall not only 


ſoon be ſhaken, but totally overturned ; for the night 


"is far ſpent, the day is at hand. Bey true child of 


the day now beholds it near 3 every ſon of the light 
no beholdeth the ſign of the Son of man already ap- 


pearing in the heavens. Rejoice now, ye children of 


the kingdom, ye heirs of all things, for 1 full re- 
demption draweth. niz. a 
Thirdly: We have e the :adywotth | 
the reſurrection, and the diſſolution of this world. We 
have obſerved that the judgment muſt be widely diſfer- 
ent from what is now taught and received; theſe doc- 
trines have no foundation in ſeripture, but are oppoſite 
to truth, and n to the infinite perfeRions. of the 
Lord: for every man's judgment is x O w. Turn in- 


ward 


— 
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* 
ff 


TRE SEES 8 S A Et 
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1 
e 
* 
iP 
te 
he 
1 
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tes J. „ 

ward, O man, and thou wilt find the judge ſand; 
at the door thy; judgment i is now begun, and ods.” 
on thy own will and defire how fone it ſhall laſt; for 
all judgrhent is committed to the Son, which is, the 
light, lite, and truth. Open thine inward" eyes, thou 
ſon of the night, thou lover of darkneſs, and behold. 
the light pervades thee | all evil and . falfity fkandeth 
condemned even while the light maketh manifeſt | thou 
mayeſt hear the voice of truth and good, of light * i 
love, crying to the darkneſs and evil, Depart : 5 if thy 
will and defire goeth along with he! evil, thou wilt be | 
ſhut up. in the dark priſon of i its firehgth, and conti- . 
nually tormented by its effects, 3 
And thou obild of che day, thou lover of the light, 
whoſe will and deſire i is turned from evil, and the power 
of thy affections going ardently after, and placed on igood, 
mayeſt-] likewiſe hear the Voice, Well done, thou good 
and faithful ſervant j thou art on the right hand, and 
haſt already entered into the joy of thy Lord. This i Is 
the true nature of the judgment: for the Lord hath 
appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world. This 
day is the light and truth, and where-ever this cometh 
and manife ſtetk darkneſs and evil, there is the Jud gment- | 
day : for a ſeparation i is made F and this judgment n muff 
paſs, not only, on the ſouls of men, but on the whole 
world ; for all the darkneſs and evil that 1 is now e | 
ſtent 1 in the whale creation, thall be overcame | and caſt 
into its own n place, its original abyſs: 80 the judgment . 
is N O W, and muſt be continued until the Ufolution 
of this world, and the full and final reftoratidn of "aft 
things. Many men, by taking the words of St. John fn | 
Rey, XX, in their outyrard literal ſenſe, have moſt grofly 
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| 7 66 1 
miſunderſtood chem. By the books, they teach, 4 4 
record is kept in heaven of all the thoughts, words, and 


actions of every individual, of Adam's offspring to the 


end of the world ; by the dead, ſmall and + reat, they 
underſtand every foul of the human race, who will bs 
ſummoned before the bar of God, the ſame as men are 


before an earthly tribunal, But we may clearly ſee that 


the books here is the very ſame with that book men 
tioned before, © ſealed with the ſeven ſeals, which none 
but the Lamb could open.” This book fignifieth, and 

is, the ſeyen properties in nature, having the ſeyen pi"; , 
rits of God for their fountain ; and the myſtery « con- 
tained therein, is the ſecret workings of all thoſe pow- 
ers from their abyſial depth, which is the wonderful 
myſtery of God in all his operations. The dead, ſmall 
and gre it, ſigniſieth all the evil ariſing from theſe work 
ing powers, with its origin and fountain, for herein i is 
the nature and exiſtence of all death of every ſort 
throughout all creation: by opening of the ſeven ſeals, 
er the unfolding of the myſtery, this evil and oye, = in 


its hidden ſource, is diſcovered, that is, judged, and 


its fountain dried up: So that all the properties or foun- 
tains in nature ſhall again return to their original har- 
mony, being in exact quilibrium, and qualified by 


their mutually operating powers; ſo that no more evil 


can flow from theſe unchangeable fountains of. good ; 
for at the beginning all was very good : but the creature 
not ſtanding in the ſtate it was created in, broke the 
þarmony in creation, introduced confuſiori, whence 
aroſe all evil; and this by the will of the creature being 
appoſed to the will of the Creator: for all the evil that 
3s diſcovered and felt in all nature, is in its originality 
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a ſource af good; but being ſeparated from, and dif- 
qualified by, other properties, it dere predomibant, 
and conſequently evil. 

Next, as to the reſurrection, ke may be dearly un- 
derſtood, by what hath been ſaid; for as the judgment 
and redemption is now, ſo Vkewie is the reſurfẽction. 
P or every regenerate fou], born of the fecond Adam, 
nouriſhed yith the living bread, raiſed to the fulneſs"of 
the divine ſtature, and one with Chriſt, he is clothed 
upon, by, and with, the divine human nature which is 
his inward ſpiritual man; he has hig Part in the” eſt | 
reſurredtion, being riſen with Chriſt. 

But the fouls, who have but juſt FS into life, 
and paſs away without this clothing of the divine hu- 
manity, muſt remain as lain under the altar for want 
pf this word of God, or pure divine Numanity, and 
the teſtimony of ſeſus: But the holy Lord will hear 
their voice and loud crying ; that is, their ſtrong de- 
fire to be thus clothed - -upon ; he will judge them and 
_ avenge their blood; that is, he will make a ſeparation 
| between them and evil, and cleanſe and purify from 
all the earthly eſſences interwoven with the principles 
of their life; and white robes, that pure clothing 
which they * ſhall be giyen unto them. This 

is their reſurrection unto life; and they ſhall ſee the 


ſame accompliſhed in their brethren, under the opening | 
of the ſixth ſeal. The ſixth ſeal is the laſt of the Work- 


ing properties or powers in nature: it is the finiſhing . 


of the great myſtery of God, or the manifeſtation of all So 


his wonder: This is the laſt day's work: the eternal 

ſabbath will ſucceed, wherein God will reſt from all h 

works; the ſin- working properties will now harmonize 
a | 1 ; N þ 1 5 = in 
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